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CHAP. 1. ; ' 

< > . . i • 

r 
', ♦ ' 

vFni, yoti woBder^ t^iat I read, n6 
&r<ll€r^ Will yoi) not rather be asto* 
Dialled that I read thu» far? What 

I * * 

power supported me throogh such\a 
task I know not. Pertiaps the ^oul^t 
from which I could not disengage my 
miad^ that the scen^ here depicted wan 
adreaaij contributed to mjf per6eve;r- 
ance. . In vain Uie solemn iRtroductictn 
x>f rtj uncle^ his appeals to my foiNi* 
tude^ and allusions toaomething'tileQ- 
' ftrous in the events h4 was about to 
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j2 WIEI^AND. 

disclose; in vain the distressful pejr- 
plexity^ the mysteriqua silence, a^d 
ambiguou^ .ansYcra ef^ ipy^ attendants, 
especially vvhen the condition of my 
brother was the theme of my inquiries^ 
were remembered. I recalled the iu* 
terview with Wielarid in my chamber^ 
his preternatural tranquillity succeeded 
by bursts of pi^sioa apd menacini^ 
actions. All these coincided with the 
tenor of this paper. 

Catharine and- her childredi and 
Xiooisa were dead. The actioii that 
destroyed them was, in the Irighei^t 
degree, iahuman. It wa^ worthy' qf 
savages trained to murder, and ^xultiog 
in agicmies. 

Who was the performer of the deed ? 
Wieland ! My brother ! The husband 
and the father ! That man of gentle 
virtues and invincible benignity.! pla- 
cable and mild — an idolator of peace ! 
Sufely> said I, it is a dream. Fer 



mmj disLjB Bavd I been "veieS 
ffeozy^ Its dottinioa is fitill felt ; bitt 
n&9(r forms arer. called up to diVebify 
ahd augment iby ttfriii'edts. 

The paper dropped frrim niy hand, 

and' my eyes foUo'wed it t shriiok 

<htickj as if to avoid some petrifying in* 

fluence that ' approached me, M^ 

^<M^iie ^as mute ; all the fiiii^tiofis df 

%rttnre were at a standjahd I souk upoa 

the floor lifeless. 

The nf^lse of myfall, as I aft^r wftrds 

%eird. alkrmed my uncle» who was in a 

lower' apartment^ ind whose apprehefi* 

slons bad detained him. Me liastened 

'tb my chamber^ and administered the ag-* 

sistance which my condition required^ 

Wben I opened my eyes I beheld him 

't>efore me* His skill as a reasoner^ as 

Veti as a physician^ was exerted to 

obviate tht injurious effects of this dis« 

closure ; but he had wrongly estimat* 

^d the strength of my body or t)£ my 



^nalldjr jWWi effiJ^ vRMffi; difficult to 

.•■fcdiicHJhw^»$vftf#.,mY ' 

i)f^ }nllti(ifi^^j^,^^fli^ iiffirlttfi^ train 

Mti&iiMflb^CeWyvJIi^rstaDding. Tiqae 
WloJii^l^/f0^^^4 its xustoiMf J firmness 
htoakfij^jne^ and ord^r to my tJiou^is. 
^fiFJk^ linages impressed upon my mmd 
7lrf . this fatal paper wejre. somewhat 
! cff»Qod. by «y malady* Tljf y. were 
^obsciite and disj<>inted Uke tbe^^^artsof 
a dream. I waft desiroiis of J^ee^pg 
^my ia^asj||ai,t|i>(v-^«m this chs^osi;;!^ For 
. fills end. I i|uestio9^d my uncle^^.who 
/ ."wias nif constant companion. ^Jfj[e,.\^as 
tintunidatod' Vy the is^ue of his fijst 
experiment^, and topk pa^ns^to eUide or 
>?Siscouriige my inquiry^ My io^etuo* 
.nfity^sdme times cons^eUed hjnr.to have 
««isf«soci Jbe jmsrepjreienUtions and un- 
truths. >. ^ 



- 



Time effiectefl^i '<f6d« perba^s« 10% 

^e pasi-gtartiiSfyUktUlleliidre i|&tfiutt. 
I rerolved tfaen, iM^^dirp iiBiiilB6«e, 
'^nd fi«lidj^Dd l ottigiel' i t' feb iit|Htiii«d Iritb^ 
' isu roris^j iltttf AxSttii ^isttetctw* deslk- 
^i£ealin^^6\^. FBKdr^iiM^iftiMMNt ik* 
'^erdsai i(>fflie paper ia^Hie «Ms| oriflM> 
.'iDiai^a'tiVe<s* but trbiat I readi ooffiflrililid. 
' tiritli'' infbrcbatit)!! <fet«e^fi'hftr« ^iM&tt. 
' Wre w/ perfcaps^ d ttifficient lighft ti|i#iv 
^ these detertable transoetiohs ; '^dt- inj 
iBurid«Uy Waii htri iMctite^^ I desi^^d 
^' to peruse th^jTeniaiitder. ' >v c . 

Mjr eagerae^s f <f know" the ' pariicuf^ 
lars of thk iaie M^^mingled aii^abit^d 
iy my aatipathy to^ the sces^ whieh . 
would b9 disreloaed: Hence i employ- 
ed no nean$ to eiSectiny purpme. I 
desired knowledge, and,attbes»iBieli<ii€^' 
shrunk back fretei reeeiTibg tteliotfii. 
Otie mormni^, b^in^.leGt Al()iiit^fIaMNt 



irj[]/;re.injr 'fi^er ,.cAptbi t^ bt 

h^t^ . . 4 iQp€W^ U^v^pd <t^i& fatal f^aper 
sjftljijtQ^ my. 9ightr ' I;siiate]|<d it iavo«- 
lii^ai^j^ andvwitMr.Qif to a 4:liai«. I 
d^ttitd, £pc $1 faw iDMuitedi whether I 
abfHi^ ofm and road. Now ;tkat my^ 
fytti^^ YfW >pY»t . to trial, it Iki led . - I. 
f(^lt njysftlf iacapable of delibef atdljr 
WATj^ing a 8Ci^« of io miidi iiotror. 
]^ iwii^pr^mpt^d toTAturait to its place,' 
%li|j4hiU ri^floliitiaa gaye ;vfaj, iifiid 4: 
4«fierfiii^9d ta pitr.9M ^ome Ip^irt ^ iU^ 
l/tmno^r^pver (be laav6» till lit^mwm^t 
tjbe coQclosioa. . Tfae sarrative ^ tli« 
grioiiliajl ^8#iiA)ifd; Tba Mrdi^^oC 
gftttisf idiUct|ultI)F {MWioliDced ^x ^^^ 
Jfipyj anl tbd' attcuied inUxng^t^A 
y9hf •etttancatof d(9ath ibould Mtpast) 
The a^awor wai bii^fi tolariaii, aod 
ffimiilMitifiil 



beetttml^r tftatbd. If my judges uw 
uoaMe io diseerA tti^ p^tit^ x>t my^ 
lAtebtioDs^ or id trtdM tfie Mtttdml^nt' 
of them, vihtdk V tuv^ jU^ nttOlif 
if th^'Me Bot tttet My detsd^ir^'g MW< 
joided'liy liea?M ; ^t' oM^Me trus 
tfte tfest of perfect Vipfee, tod A» fem' 
tinctiofv ' ^ BelfiAne^s * srnd er nt)r/ tli^^ 
musl pf oaoviice me « taofdertfr^ '-■ '* '' 

'^Itie^ yefuie to treiii mf H^e jf 
they iin^ute Aiy Mtl^io^^lie inftdcM^ o1^ 
dsAtiMs; they ac«6<itit ide iftu «x^l»jiili!^ 
'4f> the Jh%h(eM wkfe«dn6«« df ^Wtb* 
htniiatt nature ib capable; th^y'dtiM 
me t# ^ajth^ iiMl' HnflMoyc ' MUtte^ I 
^oi»w tfi'eii^pe thi^^f i#^^ IP 4^ h^tf^i 
he%irre I will McM^t it; ^ I ^9^ mA wt4 
fept evil At tNir faiuidl^ whtu i^a&l 
eirttttledi t» gtfod; i 1^411 Mfl^ Dflly 
irhen I cannot allude stffferilig^:^ • ' ' 

^' You say thai I am guittyv* 'iM^^i^iM 
and rash 1 ^ttS'to \ii«lfp the |^erogtt4 
|mi of your^ Mftk4» t 4<i «et^ti j^i 
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lifiiDded Tievrs and baking. rei^aon^ iM^ 
tbe.m^asure of troib I 

ThoU kiiowesi . tljai^. n»y.; aictiow TKcrft 
caofcwoiable. to j|by ivil^ . I luipw ^aoi 
"fhffl i9 cifiv^e,; what acjl^pus. are evi) 
io.thieir ultimate and compcetieosiv^ 
Ua^n^y or what are good. Thj 
koowIedgOj as tby poV^r^ is.unlimite^f. 
\ hi/re taken ih^ Jpr iny ^uidei^ and 
i^npl.err. Tp. the aroia #f thy pron 
tecUoQ I entruM;. mj safety. ; |a tb* 
aisrards of thy iiwtica I cqn^de for, my, 
aeeompense; 

'' Come deathrwhenit will, I am safii. 
JLetcalunuiyand abhorrence pursue me 
among men ; I fthall not be defrauded 
of my diM9. The peace of viftue, and 
the.jglory of obediencej will be my por* 
tion hereafter/' 

1 Hexe.endedthe ^p^ker, I withdrew 
n^ eyet from, the page ; but before I 
had time to reflect on what I had read^ 



Mr. Ciatxibridge entered the room. H« 
quickly perceived hdv^ I had been em^ 
played, and f»ettay6d some solicitiraere- 
speetid^ fbe-^MtaditioA of niy liifndV- ^ ^ 
' His ffikts/how*vi6r; Wei'e stipet^rouSr? 
>VTia^ ■-! fiad read (brdw me ini6'^«' 
^atcf'ribif -"easily described. Atij^iiisfi* 
a«d furyi liawever, had no part ia^'ift^ 
Wfy fkcirkies Were chained up in'wdn- 
^erStiid aw^. Just then I was unable 
to gpeik. I loofced at niy friend MiVk^ 
seh 4i/'6f in<{U]shitenes$^ and pointW ^!l^ 
tl&iB'rbli. 'He conipr6hended my idqfui-* 
ry, and answered me with looks -df" 
gVoorafy acqiikscerice.' After lome tirae^ 
my tlifougbts foiin^ their* way to my 

^ i^cW tten were ^tlte^ actVor my^ 
bVdtii^i^ flitch were his ^ords. Pot 
this he was condemned to diet ib die^ 
upon the £:allows I A fate, "ttflifeFan^ 
iinmeritedf And is it so? coii\i1m^d 1^' 



^'7 

Struggling for UttefMce, wliii^li ting 
new idea made difilciitt; is tifc— ^deadl 

'^'No. He is aliW. lF%ere could 
be no doubt as to the cuuse of tfacfse 
excesses. They o1r!gi(i^e^ in sudden 
tnadness; but that madness continues, 
ind he his condemned to perpetUaVim* 
prisonment/' 

\ ^^ Madness, say you ? Are you sure ? 
^ere not these sights, and theteMUKdi; 
really seen and heard?** ' 
' My uncle was surprised at nfiylcineg- 
'tioio. He looked at' me with apjiareiit 
inquietude. ^'Can you doubts '"^ said 
lie, " that these were illusions ? Does 
beaven, think you, in'teirfelre ''for such 
ends?" 

'^O no ; I thin'fc It not; Heaven 
caiinot stimulate to such unhedrd of 
oiitriaige. The agent was not gc^od, but 

.evil/' 

•'N^y,mydeargirl,'''jmid my friend. 



^ Ifij^siip these f^incies. Neither aii^ 
nor devil bad mj l^^ti in this affair/' 

'' You msunderstand rae/'I i^nswer- 
ed ; /^ I belicT^ the agency to }}e t%tet^ 
nal and real^ hut Bot supernatqral.'^ 

'^ Indeed V said he^ in an accent of 
surprise. *' Whom do you tbeasuppose 
to be the agent I" 

*^ I know aot. All is wilderiag cou« 
jecture. I caiuiot forget Carwin. I 
cannot banish the suspicion that he waft 
the setter of tfaes^ snares. But bo^ 
can we suppose it to be madness ? Di4 
insanityever before assume this form ?*' 

'' Frequently. The illu^on, in t|iis 
case^ wa« more dreadful in its cons$»» 
quences than any that has come to mj 
knowledge; butj I r q>eai that similar 
illusions are not rare. Did yoo never 
bear of an instance which occurred ia 
your mother's family i** 

'' No. I beseech you relate it, My 
erandfatfaer'» death I bate uudendoMl 



wot iq :wfiat .j^ri^RCjC^ ,4^y)ff:oihe^^iQ 

his jlputiijf^B^ tJ^j^^fis^l^kfiityeM^vii, \n^ 

fat(5.pf niy.g;rap4Cath«i;, butil^am un^ 

. '' 60 the doath of th?it. brather/' 
jesunied myfruad, " n^y father was 
seized with dej^ection^ wh^cb wa# £pi»nd 
to ^o>v from two SQ,nriies4 .He,po(,oi>k; 
grieved for th^ lass, of ai fcies4> but; 
enl^rtajoed. the bflief 4h|it ,hi« ,awtiv 
tle^tb wp4*W , be . i^y i t^bly ? cwseqiieM , 

.from day to day in expectatioi}- of the 
stroke which bepcedict^d.waiS$p6edily 
to fall upoa hjxtf^ C^t^f^^Myhil^ovnHet^^.. 
he reccnr^red hii^ ohe^rfMln^is md ooq«^ 
fidence* He married,: and .pjerfx^rmed.; 
his part in the. wqrJd with spirit and 
. activity. At ,the ead of Jw.ef>ty^one 
yeajrs it li^ppened thftt h& spe&t the 



fWimel^ith %is famSy af a ticuse^ 
vfiiicb li€f f^t^ssfessed "Offi ifie siea coast iti 
Gbnl^ail.i It^tv^ att'iio^is:reat distance 
from a> ct»ff>Wlri(ih bvcrlitiiigtbc'bicfan, 
mn& rD^^iotO'th* a^rtaa ^reat height j" 
The suninik ' wdSr lc?vfel" and seeuire; 
and easily ai^bended' 6n'(he ^and side. 
They -corijpttriy ffequlBntly repaired! 
bitkeriiiolear*' weather, iavited %y 
its fyti^e airs and esttefnsive prospects^^^ 
0«€^'et^Ag ill Jtihe my father, with' 
bt9v\irife and^'sotne 4nend6> chanced'lb - 
bev<m this spril, ' E:tery wre Vars hap- 
pyi ^lapd'-my falthe^^* fmag^atioti seeih- 
ed pairticiilarly*kUV6 1^ the^randeur oi 

"Suddenly, hdwevcr, his limBs treov- 
b^e^and hi$ fcalttres tettayed alafm. 
He /thi^e^^ ' hitMiielf mte theattitudti of 
OBe li«t6nit>g«' He gaafed earnestly in a 
direction iti whiih netbitig was visible 
to his friends. This lasted for a mitiutei 
then taming to bis cdrtpanioii^, he told 
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tbfm tliat his brotlier had J4i3t 4eUver«^ 
^ to hini a sianiipaons^ which must he 
ii^toptij^ qbfiyed. Ilettlai^fi took an hasty 
Wd solemn leave, of each p^rson^ and^ 
l^fojr^ their gjurprise \e0uld allow 
them to ujaderstand the sce»e^ he ru shr- 
ed to the edge of the ciiff^ threw him^ 
^^\{ headloBg, and was seen no more. 
; y la the course of xnj practice in the 
German army^ oiairy cases^ equally re- 
lOarkahl^^haYe occurred. Unquestion- 
ably the illusions were maniacal^ 
thjQUgh the /vulgar thought otherwise. 
Thej are all reducible to one class^^ 
and are not jnote difficult of eKpUcatioa 
and cure than most affections of our 
frame/' 

This opinion tey uncle endeavour- 
bA, by various paeans, to impress upon 
nae. f listoied to his ;:easooing8 aiHl 

» * • ' • 

* Mania Mutabilis. See Darwin's Zoonomla^ 
Tol. ii. Class III. 1 . 2f "Wlierief similar casjsa art 
stated. 



iirdstraiion^ Mrith silent respect. My 
adtotrishmeiit ' ^as great t>n, findiiig 
proofs of an^inDuence of wfaicli I had 
Btrpposeid tbei^ trere bo examples; but 
{was far frbm ^ccocmting for app^ar^ 
ftnees in my uncle's maimer, 
thronged into my mind whieb I 
unable to disjoin or to regulate. I rt* 
4escted that this madness^ if maAitefls it 
Were^ bad atocf ed Pleyel and ittysetf ias 
'wellasWieTand. Pleyel bad heard a ray*- 
Serious voice. I bad seen and j»eard. ' A 
-fiorta had sbowed itself to ole as weH 
as to Wieland. The disfcldstire Ibtd 
<bedti teade in the saicre s^ot« The a^^ 
^yiearaYice 'was eqmiUy complete aisd 
'isqually prodigious m both instaiiceit. 
^Wixkieter sappteiii6n 1 should ad^l^ 
iSsJi' 1 not equal reasofi. to tre«ablc ^ 
^What wa^ -my security agaioist w- 
floences equalrly ttrrific and equally 
irrasistible ? 
It wouM lie in ^aia to aitempt to 



describe the state" of mind VtliftfiLlftif 
ide^ produced. ^ -I wdndfered- la^ thtf 
ciiangc ^titli ^ mtnriet^hU-kSktteA' . 
itk % 1)!^ther*^ colhdftfoh. ''^Wbir wis^ 
I gtupified \rilb teii-^fold *\i^tider itf 
contemplating mjself: "Was I not like- • 
•wise transformed from Vatibnaldnd'iiti--^ 
man into a creature of nahtei16ss^'knd^ 
f<garful attributes? Was T iiort tran^i 
ported to the brink bf thfe tortte'ibygrf*^ 
l^ta a new day should 'cotri6;trfyBanfdtH 
might be embrued in btetnl, ^^Hd^ihy^ 
reraainin^ life be consigned tio< a, atifn- 
geoh^ndchiins^' * ' ^loii. jbi 

• Wtfli moral sensibiiity like ntffief rtiJ-' 
'Winder that* this new dread '^asmore' 
ifi^upportahW^han the anguish' i liail^ 
Jaitely endured. Grief cat He* its' oWrf^ 
antidotB dicing with it. WhettthbligKF . 
liecomes merely a vehicle of ^ahi, -ifSi'-' 
progress must be stopped. Death 'is ti ^ 
ture which nature or ouiscAves must 
administer i to this cure! now looked 
forward with gloomy satisfaction. ^ , 



f l>f Jf^ ^il^cQ couldi not cooeeal ; f^f^ 
my t uncle tha -state ; of my t|ipug^tfli. 
He t Km^e< u«Mi^ie4 efforts tc! 4i)?ftr|t 

vrith da/^ger, Hw t efforts^ V^^A .by? 
' tii»e> wifff $9 wme^iq^sure sgocesaCpj^^ 
C9f)fidl^P4e in the>trf pgtfe of pay, resp-, 
luti^n^and ip,^he b^aUhfu} state off my; 
faculties^ V9^s qnce fnpre revived. . I, 
Wit^ able tQ iexat^ my thoughts, 1p roy; 
bpotb^r*^ ^at^, and tbc; causes 0/ tbifr 
d^ast^p^s ^oceeding^ ^ \ , 

My opinions wer3 the sport of eter* 
nal change. Some times,!, cc^ceiyed. 
tl^e apparition to b^ mai:e than hnnpaa* 
I bad 00 groujids joo^^hjcbi to build a» 
disbelief, I could n^t deny fi^ith to 
the evideqce of my. religion ; the testi- 
mony of men wits loud and iinaniinous ; 
bpth ihesjs conjcurred to pers^uade m^* 
that evil spii^its existed^ and that their 
energy m^^s frc^ueqtly exerted ^in th^. 
lystem of the wof Id. 



* ISieM .Kferfs <Jcf»ne<^fc* ffieitiif^ves 
wfifti ^he imkge ' of Car^in. ^ Where 
W^tBfe ph)'of; said t/tBat daemTOs mky 
MtiVbe ifijlijjecied to--*eKe cbtitrbul of 
men? This truth maybe distorted and 
debased in the iriiHds of lh6 ignorant. 
Thedo^ay of the Tujgrfr, \vith regard 
Id'tMs subjeift^ are glaringly abwrd 'r 
but though* these nia^ jasfly be heg- 
UtteA by th^ wise, wfi nfa «ca?ci#Iy 
j^bttified' in totalljr rejeeliog the possft' 
bilHy that men may obttiia sopern^b^ 
turaf *W.' ' 

iTie dreams ^f iupersfitionf iartf w^^^ 
tby Of ^oHtem^t. ^'itthe^uH/Hi fe^ 
9tra!ii^6t4 afid 'mi¥acl^, Ittii compact 
rtetiied b^ a 'bl6ody signature/ the ap<^ 
pftfitlus of eiilf^herou^ smellfei and thiw^^ 
derii)g •^j^losiofis^ are tnoiist^ous mH 
dfimefrical. These have no part itt 
the seeoe oVcr ^hich the geni'ftft^bf 
Cairwiti preirfd^. That eoBScious be-^ 
iiigs^ dissimilar from human^ but mo* 



wuujinpm W 

Tfl. mi /wlwiary ftgetU» m Mr^ arei 
aQme wbere exists can scamelj be%4it^ 
m^. Tba^^beii a\^ may be epnploy^d 
to benign ot u\9kligfmxt purpi0ttes> :^z^ ^ 
not be dieproyed. .. 

^ Darkiifas « r^fts . upon the defifigatof 
tbis men? The extent of bif p^v^r i« 
unkoawo t but ia there «ot evidence* 

tbat it bas been now exerted ? 

* 

, I recurred ta my own e^;s|)erienee. 
Here Car.w4n bad actually apptfapfd 
i!(jg^Ji^:s4^ge; but. this was mab«Vf 
man character. A voice andfa,,ftHFm 
iCfi;e;4^cf>v,er;e4:;^ but <>ne waa ej^fa- 
c^n^tl^^Kertedi aiidf the oilier) diaclpsedy 
not tf>. he/r4f|pd, bu^t^ ,eo(iffiefiaet Car^ 
^la's. designs. There tf^^fe tokend ef 
lu^ I it js ^ ,figtl Qpt of alli^ee^ between 
tfic^pfi. . C^fw4n was the misexeent whose 
IRPJ^<^T^^^ refilled by a miniater of 
heavoBw How can Ibis be reconciled 
ta.jt^e stratagem which ruined my bro- 
ther ? T^®^^ ^ ^s^j^^y ^^ ^t ^^^^ 
preternatural and malignant. 



, The reo«HectioD of this fact led my 
thoughtfl into a ne>p cfaaoQel. The 
VftligDity of that iafluenee which , go- 
nerncd my brtth^Citeidf hitherto beea 
DO subject of doubt. His wife and 
.destro}'ed; they bad^Z' 
r f ftd fear ; yet \f as it ia> 
r^ih thai tbeif: murderer 
} He was acquitted ait 
of his own' ."conscience; 
r at bi^ trial and since 
f reported ^o me ; apr 
re. utiifort)];f not for a 
^.mpflMtot did be lay jiside the majeitjr 
Jet tiriv{e;,,h» |epeiled all iaTectivea 
hy appewii^ to tbe deity, and to thft 
tePOr ft( his past life ; surely Ibere^waa 
truth in Uiis appeal : none but a com" 
maud from heaven could have awaked 
bis wilt ; and nothini!; but unerring- 
proof of divine, approbation could sus- 
tain his mind in its present elevatioo. 



« 

^ucH/for some lime^ Mras the cour9« 

of my meditations, mpweikuess, anS 

my aversion to he pointed ai as aa'oD* 

ject of surprise or conipai^sioii^ pirjB* 

\eoted me'froHi going info puWic.^r X 

*studiou«ly avoided tlie visits of tnoie 

WTtio*caine'^o express tKeir 'sy in pithy ^ 

or gratify t^icir curiosity. My uncle 

^as^ my pnuc^pai coBfipamon. rVotbjng 

**ifoore power fully tenicft'to*tons6ie nSc 

tlian bis conversation.* " 4 ' ' v ^ C^ 

^\'Wrth regard t<) l^leyel; toyfetelft^s 

,seeined to liave Uri'd^irgone a toWtts- 

volution. 'It often happens that Oifle 

"passion supplants another. L^ife dfs- 

aster^s had rent cny hearty and now that 

the wound 'was'in some degree closed, , 

the love which I had cherished fat 



this man seemed likewise to bave Ta^ 
nished. 

Hitherto, indeed, I had had no cause 
for despair, 1 t^as innocent of that 
offence' which had estranged him from 
4»iy presence. I might reasonably lex- 
ip&^t that' oky inndcence MrouM at sototfe 
Dei^ be iirelifttibly defmonstrated, an3 
hk afiecttOQ for me be revived with bfti 
%steem- No'W my aversion to betbouglit 
eutpable by him continued^ but W3« 
unftttended with the same impatienKi^. 
I desired the removal of bis ^uspiciotis^ 
not for the sake of regaining his lov^, 
inxi because I delighted' in the vene- 
ration of so exceHent a man, and b^ 
causeliebimkelf would derive pleasurg 
frojn conviction of my integrity. '^ 
' My unde had early informed 'tng 
#fat Pfeyel and he had seen each ollfie)(, 
since the return of the latter frbm £if- 
ropc. Amidst the topics of their con- _ 
v^eraaiiQiii I disct>vered that Pteyel IM 



q^jtefixlXy Ofnit^d tjie meution of tbos^ 

evenU \ibich bad drawn upon ^me fuf 

much abh^rreDC^. I could uot acr 

xount for bui.sUcyice on i}xk 8ul>J0Cl. 

Perhaps iimt^ or.soope netv discoyr^y 

hsui. altered .x>c. sh^kon bis npinion. 

JP«rhiips.fac was/ HPwiUiDg, ^bpugl^ .{ 

Mfnere gitiUtjt^ to isijure m^ ia the o^ 

M0n of my Tenersibtl^ kiosmaa. , I vfh 

4eri»t0Qd tb^t he bad frtque^i\y^^t4 

me during my disease, had vff^itp^ 

flfMpayiMcewive.nigfbts. by nyr A«^^e> 

^))d mufptifestod . t^o Mt^i^^t; apxieti^.ofi 

myjactcamit. , . 

The journiBty whiohi be !«ra9;9r^giavii^ 
to tajk^i at the tenumatioaof our Uat 
inter vie v> the catattroj^hf^ of tbe.^^ 
suing njght induced hicn to .Aelaf« 
The iqiOtiv(;s of this journey \ had* tiA 
noYV« totally, mistaken . They t«er.e oil- 
plained to me by my vm\^, nihoAa tiile 
excited my astonishfaeut withojii. aw^lh 
kening my regret* In a 4iffert«t ttof# 



* 



of mind it would have added ut)^{ieak« 
Itbiy to my distress, but now it was 
more a source of pleasure Mma p^aSa. 
This^ perhaps, is not the leosl iimi**> 
ordinary of the facts coiilttineff4li*tffia 
narrative. It will exjeite'U^ WoiMeT 
When I add^ that my lodiferMc^f 1^ 
temporary^ and tfafat the la|]to^f ft ^Mr 
days shewed me that my feeling wm 
^ieadened for a time^ rathefr than finally 
extinguished. 

Theresa de Stolbei^ was alive, Sht 
liad concdved the retMution of Beek^ 
log her lover in America. To cMceal 
b^ flighty ^fe had cansed the' report 
of hetf death to be propagated. Sha 
put herself under the conduct cif B^r* 
trand^ the faithful servant ' of Pleyrf. 
The pacquet which the' latter received 
-from the hands of hitf servattt txxtir 
tained tha tidings of her safe arrival at 
Boston^ and to meet her there wa^ the 
purpose ^f his^ journey. 



discoyerj had set this itian's 
cbaracter.in a new light. I had mis- 
tejit«%|bi ^{i^wt of friendship for the 
jj^Upm^y,. frfjtftv^. ^ ^e who had gaitied 
ai{f4Bft$t«^ra^^ have 

lyt^^iw^^ti^ hipigelf to my re- 
. yflfi^^^ffii. if^pofr^^^^ had fqr-^ 

^Pff^yi^fiitfiif^cie^^zeA the behaviour of 
JLl^f 9)9(| tended t^ obscure the great- 
^^l^jiif ^l|j|6 jteBtiqieats* I did 4iat fail 
to remark^ that siace this ladj w^a still 
jf^yc^ th^ i^QIce ia the temple which 
|««tftf4 bee, 4^%h iinuft either have 
bbpf»9Kip^wded;to.decaive> or have been 
itself de^^ijred. The latjter supposition 
^as incoQsisteot wijklr the noitiqo of a 
spiritiifl^ . and th^ former with that of 
^ beaevojeat^heiog^ < } 

., Whw u>3 disease abated^ Bk,yel bad 
fii>i4>oro^ ^is visjts, aud bad lately set- 
;aut upop this journey*. This ameuoted 
to a prpof that mj guilt was slilL be- 
lieved by him. .1 ^as grieved for his 
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err^s, but tirwteid that °¥y TiQdii;^ioi|i^ 

iNToiild^ sooner or Ifiter. b^ made. • 

'■ ■' ■ ^ ■ _ ^ . - , . • > ■ -• 

Meanwhile^ iuodtiltuous^ thoiji^ts 
vrere a,gam set afloat >jr a propoiuil, 
made to me bj my i^cje* JtfeJni^n. 
gbed that new airs woul4 r^^r^ m|r^ 
laoguisbing constitution^ and a varied 
succession of objects tend tp repair the 
sbqck, which my mind bad received. 
Voi this end^ he proposed to me to 
take up my abode with him in France^ 
Of Italy. , 

At a more prosperous period^ this, 
scheme would have pleased for its own 
sake. Now my heart sickened at the 
prospect of nature. The world of 
man was shrouded in misery and bloody 
and constituted a loathsome spectacle. 
I willingly closed my eyes in sleep^ and 
regretted that the respite it afforded 
me was so short. I ^marked with sa- 
tisfaction the proigress of decay ip my 
firame^ and consented to liv^ merely ia 





lli^%6be Mf'fh^ cdiine ot nafur^ 
>vould speedily rfelicVe" me'from tttf 
InlMlttiii l^^^tthdess, as be per- 
Mhsfett i^'faif scfj^eme^ I concurred' inr it 
ifierely 'becaascfftd was eatitled io thy 
l^atifdde^ sind because ray' refusal gave^ 
hfiiipain. * ^; - '^ 

ISFo sooner wis he trifdrmed of my 
cTm^ent/ thah lie told ide I must makei 
infmiediate preparation io embark^ as" 

th^ ship in which Be bad engaged a 
passage would be ready to depart in 
three days. This expedition was un« 
eipeeted. ''There was an impatience 
intiis hiantiei' when he urged the ne* 
</essity of *^ispatch that excited my 
surprise, Wh^n I questioned Mm as 
to tlf^ c^use of this haste^ he generdly 
s^&ted reasons which, at thai time> I 
could not deny to be plausible ; but 
M^'icb, ori ih6 review, appeared insuf- 
ftcient. I suspected that the true' mo- 
t\ire% were concealed, and believed that 
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{liese mottyeiiJmd tomecQiiiiectiAP.ivitb' 
Bijbrath,<9r's,d<?8tiqy.., ^ , . 

fjgc^ tiqao to tin^e, .I)«eo. iinpar|4^ to, 
, ipe* w«&alvf.aT8.ac£omp.aQied witj^air/fi 
of reserve and mysteriousness. Wl^t 
lM^ appiearred: luffiQjfeiitly explicit at 
tie tiine it was uttered. I now remem* 
bered to have been falterin|^.and arobi* 
^uous* I was resolved to remove mj 
_^oiil)ts^ 1^ visitjiiig^tbe unfortu^ate^man 
in his , dungeon. r : 

Qcxuffx^d-tp ^e; but .the 4^p^for?^^().f 
bis dwelUngrpl^ace^ his wild j^ \l^?f^^ ^ 
phy4ogp«m^,hif .jiqglpcted jloc^^^^^^ 
fetters <w,hfi[^h <;onstr^iped^^bi|^ lin^^i, 
' terribUil^tli^ were ijii d^scrjptipB;, Ijpy 
^o^ld l[Wjdup.to,^behoid ! , /^ 
Nowj however^ that I wasi prejpai;iqg 
.t4^ ta^we aa jQV/^rla9,tiag farey^pl of my 






"iif^^ tie^iiriAe ipe frpm him, lioW 
could;I part witlioiit aii ititerview t ^ 
>^outdef amine hh situation' with my 
«Wt(i eyei/^ I'Wdbld kiioW wbethef ^1^ 
Vepfesentiitions i?Hiifeh ' had been litiAh 
to 'me ^efe true. Perhaps the sigfai 
of the sister whom he was wont 16 
love with ft passion mdrrtfafto fifatemal 
might have an auspicious influence oti 
TEiis ihatady. ' '^ 

-* Having form^cd this ircs6luti6n, -I 
Waited to conimunic&te it to Mr. C4ni* 
bridge. I was awar^ that, without 
tiik c^nicnrrence^ I'cOftildP hot hop^ to 
carry'itinto excfdiition, and cbultf AH^ 
coTor DO objection to wliith %i #Us 
ilabtd; If* I had not 'been ^^cel^ed as 
{6 hit Vcouditftfn, no incotiveiiehi^ 
coUM ftVJse firom this ptoceeding*^ His 
consent, therefore, would \>e the test of 
<%i8 sincefriQr. ^' ' ^^ ^^ - 
' " I sensed 'this q>p'dftuhity' to ^k^^'tfy 

c3 



a. '/ W* »re p»ep»irHig^'f «fki4,l,, "|p 

J^i(e,ihe. conntrj £or ever^ li^|i«t Mil4 

of bei|ig should I be to I^k^ \^hipjd 

..llii;eej minutef in tbe ^if^^oipinj , t,]^ 
t|catt wUl be.mAch, ea9i^.jk%r I<bftic 
JlocOcfd at lyg^, Bftd a^i a.|ps.w<^af«iio 

.JN RFe^We? •'. . .i... ' I •».;:.. 

v. " I ^Ijeiif 4i^l|«3ryf»e/ , Tlf^sig^ipf 

.hiiavwKimlyjuigBeirt jiMMr 4if<(?«P, 
,3|^lK>i^f99tfibiit*i«> *ftWJ<4pgWfW^ 
r.hi^ -bcn^t " ;; - u .. «v . ...••' .■•;■} ... .■•.„. 
f' I Ikoow not thi^/' jr<^ii«4 nX 

<«.Siice^. tl)« vWi9V^ ^f ifew «iSteir* 



. t 



-M«teli mlMtbe A soviree of ntisftfxi- 

iitfki to iiim. Ai pretest lie mnsf regard 
^aU HMtnkiiiA -ft$ hi^ eoetBiee^ snd cai«iiii<- 

niators. Hn siitor be, probably, coA* 
^«ived to partafce ia the geaerai idfil^ 
?taftlioiif audio jdia in ti»ecrj of tb* 

Borrence tbat it raised against him. 

To be urideceived in this respedt, to bo 
mgured tfaat^ lioweter I may iinnfpute 
^kiv conditcl to dehitiob/ 1 stilf ' t^aia 
'isH^ my former afl^ios for his-pl^rsbh^ 
'aitd teaeration for t&e" portty oflKs 
'viAottTlis, cwiaot bttt afiVnt} h^ pleii- 
^«fire.^ IVben he hears that tliave')^ 
'HJase *eoiiitA/tjj vfiHiottt even'ihe cc^em^- 

hioBS attention of a visit, wbift' iii^ft %» 

^Idnitt M^: fVoih r«pit)iiig.1iiitiy'Sii4ll 

and enfeding. Indeed, d<^ir''sifi'^I 
%aiiH pay this Viik.lV'^lim4' With 
• fhu wtthottt T^^/f^ % ^l li^lai^Kiit- 
(iftBte.' If iiii^'be'«f»<id-8i!t*#iie to>%{ii, 
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3S withkitm 

thit will en.able me f A kcquit myself of 
%«rba# I'^anhot bat €Httsetit& 'A\Af. ^Bdi 
Aiei^/^ iBuUh^drr, ^ i^ SiPbe a iiie#e 
firbf^ioMHity iimt tia9 <^^d faiin/ may 
fr4t lay presence thBinceHo^ liaye a sa^^ 
totary^^iiitietiee? - The mei^^ sight of 
mi, jt is net impossible^ ta^ reetify fak 
p^reepticilis.^ . ^ ► .-^ 

" Ay," said my uncle^ with some 
dig^riKiss j "it is 'by lie mectns itaapbs- 
siM^ Chat y^Mf iatetview may have 
Hint eiect; and fijr^bat -reasoi^, be*- 
yend'ali.oilieFs, irotflJ I dissu^adeyou 

-2l>d<p|!ess^ n^ siitf rise at this 'dio- 

dAtfliltmi ^ ^ '^^ l€' it not Id : be ' desired 

thaT'Sit^ eivor "lio f^t^m 4bis ahould be 

remitted Ji^*^- '^''' •-'•^ ^* '• '^ * f * ^* *'-*'^ •-i>"*'' 

^^^I i0!ouietikV yidiMr. ijfucTstioD^ ^fte* 

A^f^ tOtt3tBe coikls«({Qence» Of #18 etf et ; 

^Hae htiiot^^deitro^cb .4he mtt^Ai^ 

.he loved> the «hiMPS0'vrlioiiiii ^'ido* 

liMdf W(i8ttisiiCr«bAtfeiiabJ«i ^h&n'to 






heir t^B f eia«mibffM9€w : 1^0^ ilie • belidf 
tbftt he acted * 80 Ur dutfi enjdiiied^ 
Woald yott rMbtj^beve^ve hNi»vQf ibb 
belief? WouM -ym !«6s4m^ 'Mm ^%o 
him^Ai^ and owtiBee lijiii i\iiit,tht Ifi^M 
ipatigfuted to ihh dreiidfu4 outrage hy 
prerver^iott of hit organs-^ oir Sr d^lo«> 
nbm frekn beUr<' 

'^ Now fti9^< Yif ions are jojoos . Mid 
eJate; He eoactifes IktcBself to h^e 
reached a lofltiec degree of Ttrtiile thatt 
a^y^ otber hitmai l|ejl«g. HE^be merits 
his saerifice is only enhanced io^ tfae^ 
ej^ afr inferior ^I^MUga. by tha d«les% 
tatiOit.ibal pwsues bim herej.«iiittl'tte 
ra^(^,iogl tA wlUcbbe. is oondemoad* 
The belief that even hia^ sister ba# dt* 
sorted bm* And gone ovef tohis eoe- 
inieb add»to*his ^iiliKwrfty of.fiBelii|gs»: 
and ||tSi>^QoAd(emei» 4i9iM apffoba* 
tioo' and' fljrtlit ft rfecta^eiise; ' i 

f^ Let jbfM Jhi s»dfoti?ed?iA Ibis te«- 
spect^ and what iooda of despair aod 
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:of fa0rMGr will oyenfvrJuelfii b«ift ! iMtmA 
^'ugHAmng ^^pMhiAi^ m^, s«retie 
bop^f ilriU >b« iKit fhfttfl: iMid jtorture 
.biimt^? Sflt.viQl^c^; or, a fhiwzy 

Urifl^ Quty be 6X{>eeted tosii^c^.. I 
iMdie^cb Jipii) tii^efore^ ii^ . feli04i(»iafa 
this scheme. If you calmly reflect iipiui 
it^ you will discover t^^ yoiur duty 

. fi^» i CaAbri^^'jB jensouiagg fug- 

^t r hl^ . mil hitiuittot ^ceurccid ., I 

.4wM P0t but adoHt tbeiir validity, but 

:<he|['fib6W0d^ ia^ new lights ihe d^th 

. )»lntb«A.fnislbrtttDfi! ia .wbicb my . bro* 

tibeii mat jpluDg^d«\ . I . was silcqt .^ttad 

-if rettibite. ' •- •:-»: ^ *.; - 

. rltaleMly^ Ki9flillMa«edi.ftb«t v^bcr 

Woclpi^ jras A sianiMi sl^ &iilliilU«ef * 

vaot of bi»-6i^y ^Qmyi^m^i,^, bejlish 

iliwiotis^< tor tfae^dlife of JroikMLinpos- 

imt^ waafby mioieaN^sMifAail^ la^ this 



^ifkU ot^y totioA it bMicqeitterttf be 
silent d6ri%tb«v»itthttt FpinBgeeied. 
Thi« Tisk shfrtfid be brief: ishe^iid be 
satined merely ta iMatefe^ iDdkttthim. 
Adimttiiig that «i ciMmge in Ihs -^dpi- 
nioiii^ #ere not to be desit^/ Ibere 
ifWit^ fiiy danger ff dm the condoeti?Meh 
Tshoald pursue^ that this chailge sb6uUl 
be wf ought. 

But I could dot eoaqutr'my imele's 
iivetkioii to this sebeoiev Yet* 1 per- 
si«tM; and he ftiAid tiKf to Idtide tne 
voluntarily relinquish it^ it wa^neces* 
sary to^ be more^xplicit than he had 
hitherto been . fie tdok1>oth my hands^ 
and jEiilxiousiy iezaminiA^ my coutite* 

• 'nHfiee as he spoke^ '' Glara/' said^ he, 
^'thil^ visit must not be' paid. We 
' nrtist fasten with the utsfiDrt expedi- 
tion from this sbore. It is foW^ to 

' eooe^Kfly^truMiy frofokyoii^ sad^ since 
it4#^ly'bycdlijel6stiig the truth that 
' ' you can l^i^f^revailed upon to lay aside 
thia project^ the truth shall be told. 



99 y wnt^vj^^ 

yrlth locreasjug W^gy.jlP .^^U^acaeot,!^ 
"your brotl^> phceqs^pjiSi iodoed^i 
atupendoiis a^d frightfij^..: The aoiil/ 
that forp(ieriy actuated M^ fraiM J^t^^* 
disappeared.. The same for ai«B»ai»»; 
but the wisf and benevoleat Wtelimd 
28 DO iDore.^ A fury tba^ is rapa^iauB 
of bloody that lifts his strength^. almost . 
above that of mortals, that bf ndu. all , 
his energies to the destruction pf what-: s 
ever was once dear, to him. pgs^Qs^^ • 
him wholly*. , . ! 

'' You must not eoter his' dwfgef)|D*;r, 
bis eyes^ wilt no sooner b^ ^xcd; g'pjip ;. 
you, thaa an. exertipi^ of his jforce )^^ i 
be made. He will slialie;q^ ^}^ fy^^f^ 
la a inoment^ and rujah^upo^^ji^^^jNi) 
. interposkioAwilUjbuenb^stfioi^gpjrq^iFl^ . 
enough to save you. ., ., , ^,,,, .>f. 

'' The phantom that has,Mr^4t^i(9'(^ 
to tiM murder of Catharii^ )i|gp(|^t|9r , 
childrea is not yet appeased^, ^^o^ 
li&^ and that of Pleyet^ are exacted 
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fi^in lihn by ^ftis imar^n^ryb^ihg. .He 
is fenger to toropty^ii^itTi iftis (ilernand... 
T^ke t?e Hks encapeii il-^^ his prisoid. 

»Ha>^rty;thMihe hastened toPtejePs' 
Iioirsc?;"^R "being midnight, the latter , 
M^g iiP^d. Wieland penetrated un- 
observed 'to ' bis chamber, and opened 
hm curtain. Happily, Pleyel awo^e 
at th^Feritical moment, and escaped the 
fu^y 0^ his Kinsman, bj leaping froqi 
hl^Mtibfnhfier- window into the court. 
Happily, he reached the ground witb*- 
o^t^jAty. Alarms* were giveii^ and 
after diligent search, ydur brother was 
foti&d in a chamber of your house, 
whkkeir^ na do«ibt,. he bad sought you. 
'^ Uir cba^os,^ and the watchfulness 
oP hhi^^iiMdii, were redoubled; but 
agaio» by some miracle,, he. restored 
hknsdf'fo liberty. Hie 'was now in*- , 

^ ^^ the place of: ^ 

y<3Ut^ilbode / and had not information 
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df \x\t elfeApe'been ihiliBLfiliy givclM, ytfoir 
death wbttld'hi^Te^b^ft^ sNldc^dt* to "41(6 
duRfbei^ ctf'liis atrbc&Mri acts. ' • -?> 
r *' YcMJ ndw see- tBe dan^r of ' y^w 
pf oJ€<5t You 'm usfr Dot only foHieair 
to visit him, but if -you ''w'tfilUI saife 
fekim from the crime of imbruing his 
%aiid^ in your blood, you must lea'^ 
the country. There Xt no hope that 
his malady will end but trith fats life^ 
iiiid no precaution ifirill ensure yo^ 
safety, but that of placing Ifae' ode^n 
lld;weai yostr; * . i w 

** I confess I came o?er Mrrfli anfiti- 
ieotion to rcsMe among you, but tireie 
disasters have changed my Tiewr.*^ 
Your own safety and my happiness Ire- 
quire that you should aeeompany me 
in fliy return, and I entreat yon to giir^ 
your cheerful concurrence to tfiiis 



tteasore/' 



After these rqyreseotations from my 
uQc|e^ it was impossible to retain itiy 



I likewise. j iWi fl UiWg fW d ip tt}eprfipowli%> 

^f loqjpl^ibfbAd ine . to: aa^ail my a^ 

Ji£?„«baog» hud aoine t^en^jy t0 m^lie 

;4iQiportable the few days which i'^f^fi 

. i: W)ift.a tale h^d thus been t||^folde<jl)! 

,]J,^ai huialed (p ,d^ath^ o^t hj .qi|e 

^Hrjho^.q^y W^cdndoct had e»a«perat^, 
wb» was conflcioQB of il^ic^t mpti¥.ep, 

iM4.lvl^ nought hU end bj4»rc;Minvea- 

.tioo ^nd surprise; but hy one who 

d<MP)^ hiiBself c^uHuiftfioned for this 

if^My beaten ;. whp regarded this m- 

xeer qf hgiN'^r asihe last refioeauuit.^f 

.jrutife;;. whj^i^e iaiplacabiUty ^as.pf0- 

rffortianfid ^to ihe ifeverence and lo^ye 

which he felt for me^ and who uras.Mi- 

.Aiii^Vte to th« f^t «f pupidkCnent 

.and iga^ioipy ^ :- \ , . > 



I 
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UmiBmH fyf^ fHiMuing mf ^dtet nictioii^ 
Had iMbeetljt sirwger loi^hiar bklodvi 
had I been the niost worthless of, hnn} 
mfiu kind ; my- wufety had nut beail ^- 
dftngeired; • r '^^^ .^t 

Mwfs^ys said I> mj &te ib^ witfawftii 
exitinpfe. ^ The phreiizy^ ^bich i«. 
charged upon my Hbrother fpust beloog 
to^ m^^eW. My^> fee Js^^'^msniieled aaid/ 
gnajpdedt but I d^ri^e no secWiQr 
ftom f heie lestirainti. I li venoi »' ^ 
community ii£%arytiges; yet, wlMthttr I 
»it or vra]i|6j go m(o* cpo^i^ op hide 
myself iA^U^tttde^ my» Ufa is tUMlied 
fiixr *a prey to iahamw^yiolenee;' I<^ai|i 
m>pferpeti^ dagger of purishii^; of 
porisbiiig UDder the grafp^ef. m ht^ 
ther J* . t ^ ., . 

I recollected the omeat of thia del- 
tii^ ; I remembered the gulf to,whieb* 
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my broiher's inViMion liad conduct^ 

brink of idAiigenUlm MiJlh>f(df fiQf^efil 
^8 depiet|!d>bj wy feai>» ' itflbiiofo^inU 
Thui reftlisedi Mri^ Ae ore«hti»i'^ 
proph«tfia ^skfep^ amd 'of wakdfitifi 
tenor f ^.^» ' .'■' M './ii 

«The» ioiiiges were tmaif^daVly^coi^ 
nectcd ^ith that of Garwio. Id .%hik> 
pavDJ^sin of diBtre^s^ my attention fffe- 
tened bo him ar thQ grand deoeiter;* 
tbo author of thh HHA'toMpitntyi^ 
tbei^iittalligeiiee Hbat' goi^rnei! in 'thk' 

^ SMi6'te)i<df is afibrdtd 'fci tho^midftt 
of dni^rfg/ when its autbor is disco^- 
.?%l'«d €¥iva^»^^ ; aUd a^^[)b}eet found ^ 
o^^bSSh ^c^fnay^ poui^-oiit Our itidig- 
nlRk>k ikfi^'IMr Tcfigeance. I ran over' 
tll& ^vjEMIi^ttet had-^keti place sitiGe 
th«««ti§id%fitmFii[rt^codrse witb bini;: 
and reflected on the tenor of tbatdcU' 
sci^ioti^ wbisll'^^asl^^eodived frdm 



littdloe.^^ Bf iked up 'With :'ilbtito» ^ 
iBtip€9rnaloitt}agtilicy, were ^e vetietilelt 
tsmpinoQ* wiitoh i^ eDtevtaJnedj^ 4lHit 
.Qanwm vcu ih» eaemj . wii0l« . iBHaclifi- 
satioM kkd destroyi^ u4. 

'i tditrsted for kn4»w1ed^ vnd ' fdr 

Wengeance. I regarded my ha«tf 'd^ 

^parture withrelnctancej «^iDce%w^uld 

ffMiove me ffooi tke meani hy^^i^ 

>iblB knowledge might be obtakii^^ 

and tbit rengeance gi^aiti^ed/ TMs 

idepxrtore vm^ to teke place in t¥fb 

days. At the end of iW0 dayi» I wyi 

to bid an eternal adieu to tny IftttiHie 

^OunttyL ^Should I Botpi^j a<partt% 

Tisit to the sceae of these disaster ft^ 

>1Bhould Xttot bed^w wjtbtfny tear^ the 

grafes of my sister add be^ cbiMreti^? 

J9bould i not explore their deaoli^e 

babitatien; aad gather frDm the s^ttt 

of its walls and furiritete feed 'for ijsfji^ 

eternal melaiieboly ? '« -' 

•stfggestioa waf tuceeeded by a 



• « 



ifm^^. Mi>lVi SanQr sMflPioriafa riMipld i 

.«f tl)ose|)|adrJtfiiik . , -u ; .', -a 
I yrts tMopted to neliitquiali myidm^ 
m^'vhenU oficurred to ne ihat I 
Jia4^^€iiS| /Afimiig « y > yajierk a jouriial qf 

ttopbj^ed HI tihtif; maatiscripi on ^tbgi 
flight ^haft Pleiyel!^ itocauticms c^iitifH 

fity l^mpted bim to^ look orer my 
i^lboulder. I vras then recording mj 

adventure io the recess, an imperfect 
^ftjght of V9lkhbh led bim into sqch fatal 

errors. 

.,. I ha4 .i?egulated ibe disposition of 
^.a^U iQiy property^ This manuscript^ 
jMPn^y^Tf which contained the nHAt 
^•ecret. transactions of mj life^ I M^as 
^^sirouf ^f destroying. For this end I 

must return to my bous^ and this I 

:iiiup9di(itely determiaed to do. 



I was tiot williag to expote tayttif 
to opposition from mj firiends^ by men- 
tioning my depigD : , ^. , therefore be^ 
spoke the use or Mr. Pallet's chaite^ 
ynder pretence of enjoying fih ftiriog* 
as the day was remarkably bright. 

^his re^ulsst was gladly, .complied 
wifh^ arid I directed the servant to 
conduct me to Mettiageh. i dismissed 
him at the gate> intending to us^^ m 
returning^ a carriage bekmgiiig 'id 
my brother. 



..... ' V 









v-^. 

♦< 



7 



.1 






•V ■ 



» 



I 



^jtfiijft, 45 



» . - , ' ~— J ' 






CHAP,1[II. 



^-, 



' Th|: ;iii)iabitants of ibe hut received 
ipe with a mixture of joy and si|r» 
Plfis^. iTheir homely ^ welcome^ aod 
tiieir artless sympathy^ were grateful 
to my feelings. , In the midst of their 
in|[uirjes; as i^ my healthy they avoided 
all allusions to the source of my ma- 
lady« . They were honest creatures^ 
and I loved them well. I psrfici- 
pated in ^the tears which they shed 
when I mentioned to them my speedy.; 
departure for Europe^ and promised 
to acquitint them with my welfare dur^ 
ini^ my long absence. 

They expres8e4 great surprise wl|en 
I informed thepi of my intention to' 
visit my cottage. Alarm and forebode, 
ing overspread their features^ an^ they 



4d^ Mrttuxun,' 

attempted fo dissuade me firom visiting 
a house which they firmly helieved 
to be haunted by a thousand ghastly 
apparitions. * ' 

These apprehensions, however, had 

• • • 

no pbwfrbvfer my conduct. I tofoldaii 
irregular path whicfi led me to my'o^' 
hotfise. All was vacant And forlorri.' 
A small enclosure, nearwhfch thepalli^' 
led, wa^ the burying*^round belonging ' 
to the family. This I was oftligc^'to" 
pass; Once 1 had ' intended tH ^tet 
it, and ponder'on the itnblem^and Hi^* 
scrrptftiiis whtth ih/tincle 'ha"* cAusfedf^ 
to be niiade on the t6mhs of Chtharibe* 
and her cdildren ; brfl' now m/ Hearf 
faltered ai^ I approached, and I Ua^eh^ 
forward, that distance might V:fmi(6eaT* 
•it from my view. 

When I approached\ the Veciessi *nj 
heart Again -stinl^. ' I ^averted my eye^, 
and left it befrind me as qoictcly ksr 
potaible. Bileoce reigned thradgh mf 



habitation^ ^Afd ^4^rknf$9.\fhiebc)Q8J^. 
daojrs and shutters produced* Bvery^ 
object waa cona.qcited ,^ith. Ini^eiOr.^II]y, 
brother ^s history. I passed tb.e ^Qttjt^c 
mounted th^ stairs, a^d' unlocked the, 
door of my chftmb^r. It waa witji^ 
difficulty tbat I c^urbed ^y fancy aod- 
sm^qtbered my fears^ Slight mover 
m^ts and casual sounds Mreretn^nsn. 
foj:med into beckoning shadowa and 
calling shapea. 

J proceeded ia the <^loset« \ opeoedt 
and looked rp<iod it with fearfulneas.* 
h\\ things were in their accustomed 
ortjier . I sought fud fouad tb^ mami* ^. 
script where I wi|s used t9i d^HMit it, 
7liis beijsg securedj there ^iras Bulbing 
to d^^aio oiQ ; y^ I sto^d imd c^Kitejii- 
plated awhile the furniture aad waIIs 
of . my chamb^. , I remembered b«w 
long t^iU apaxtment had beeo^asweei 
and tranquil UrSyluip; I cooipafed ita^ 
fpriuer state with ita preseut dreikriDeu^^ 



«ttd reflected that I now beheld it for 
the last time. 

Here it was that the incompreben'^ 
sible behaviour of Curwin was wit- 
nessed : this the stage on which that 
enemy of man shewed himself for a 
momoit unmasked. Here the menaces 
of murder were wafted to my ear ; and 
herethe^e menaces were executed. 

These thoughts had a tendency to 
take from me my self-command. My 
feeble limbs refused to . support me, 
and I sunk upon a chair. Incohe- 
rent and half- articulate exclamations 
escaped knj lips, "the name of Caririn 
was uttered^ and eternal woes, woes 
like that which his malice had en- 
tailed upon us, were heaped upon him. 
I invoked all-seeing heaven to drag to. 
light and to punish this betrayer, and 
accused its providence for having thu« 
l(>Dg delayed the retribution that was 
due to so enormous a guilt. 



( I liave said that the window aliutleti 
were closed. A feeble lights however^ 
found entrance through the cfevices. 
A small window illuminated the closet^ 
and the door being closed^ a dim rligi^ 
streamed through the key^^ole* A 
kind of twilight was thus created^ suf- 
ficient for the purposes of vision; faut^ 
at the saime iime^ involving all minuter 
objectsin obscurity* 

This darkness suited the colour of 
my thoughts. I sickened at the re- 
membrance of the past. The prospect 
^f' the future excited my loathing. I 
muttered in a low voice. Why should 
I live longer ? Why should I drag a 
miserable being? All for whomlought 
to live have perished. Am I not my* 
self hunted to death ? 

At that n^^oment my despair suddenly 
became yigorous. My nerves wer^no 
longer unstruog. My powers, that 
had long been deadened, were revived. 

VOL. III. D 
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My bosom Celled with a sudden 
energy^ and the conviction darted 
through Hij mind^ that to end my tor-^ 
mtents was^ at once> practicable and 
wise. 

I knew how to find way to the re* 
cesses of life. I could use a lancet with 
some skill, and could distinguish be* 
tween vein and artery. By piercing 
deep into the latter, 1 should^shun the 
evils which the future had in store for 
me, and take refuge from my woes id 
quiet d^th. 

I staarted en my feet, for my feeble- 
ness was gone, arid hastened to the closet. 
A lancet and other small instrumenta 
were preserved in a case which I had 
depositejd Uiere. Inattentive as I was 
to foreign consideraiioDs^ my ^ars 
were still open to any sound of myste- 
rious import that should occur* I 
thought 1 heard a step in the entry. 
My purpose wcs suspended, and I cast 



i 
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mn QBg^r glance ^t my chamber door« 
which was open/ No ope .apposed* 
unless the i^ ado w which I,|3i«ci9rned 
upon the ^opr was the oi|tUne of # 
man. If it were^ I was ajUtborised to 
sufpect that^ome one was pQ^t^ed ^close 
to the enfr^pce^'Who pos^ibtjhad over* 
heard my ex^^litmatioii^s. 

My t^th ch^ttered^ apd4i«wild«m* 
iusiQn^taok :pUce iOf ipy lioonientary 
calm. Thus it viiiis whep «a terrific 
visage had disclosed itself on a former 
night Thus it was when the evil 
destiny qf WieJand assumed the lineiar 
nients of something hqinan. iWhat 
horrid apparition w«^s preparing to 
.blast my sight ? 

$till I listened and gazed : not Ipog, 
for the shadow nM>yed : a foiot^ nnshape* 
ly and huge^ was thfjust forward ; » 
foroi advanced from its Qopoeajmest^ 
and stalked into the room. It w^s 
Carwin!" 

o3 
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While I had breath I shrieked. 
While I had power over my muscles^ 
I motioned with my hand that he 
should vanish. My exertions could 
not last long ; I sunk into a fit. 

O that this grateful oblivion had 
lasted for ever ! Too quickly I re- 
covered my senses. The power of 
distinct vision was no sooner restored 
to me than this hateful form again 
presented itselC stnd I once more re- 
lapsed. 

A second time untoward nature re- 
called me from the sleep of deaths i 
found myself stretched upon the bed. 
•When 1 had power to look up, I re- 
membered only that I had caiise to 
fear. My distempered fancy fashioned 
-to itself no distinguishable image. I 
threw a languid glance round me; 
once more my eyes lighted upon Car- 

« 

win. 

He was seated on the floor^ his back 
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i^ested against the wal!^ his knees were 
drawn up^ and his face was buried in 
his hands. That his station was at 
some distance^ that his attiude was npt 
menacing^ that his ominous Tisage wat 
concealedj may account for my now 
escaping a shockj violent as those which 
were past. I withdrew my eyes^ but 
was not again deserted by my senses. 

On perceiving that I had recovered 
mj sensibility^ he lifted his head. This 
motion attracted my attention. His 
countenance was mild^ but sorrow and 
astonishment sat upon his features. I 
averted my eyes and feebly exclaimed— 
''O! fly !— fly far and for ever !— I 
I cannot behold you and live ! '* 

He did not rise upon his feet^ but 
clasped his handstand said in a tone of 
deprecation — "I will fly. I am her 
come a fiend^ the sight of whom de- 
stroys. Yet tell me ray offence ! Yoii 
have linked curses with my oatne ; you 

p3 
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affcribe to me a inalice motistrausi i^nd 
isfernah I look afound; all is lone- 
liness and desert ! This house and jour 
brother*s are solitary and dismantled ) 
You die away at the ^ight of rae ! Mjr 
fiear whispers that some deed of horror 
iHBifbeen perpetrated; that I am the 
undesigiiing cause/' 

What language was this? Had he 
not aydwed himself a ravisher ? Had 
]|ot this chamber witnessed hi^ atroci- 
oa^ purposes? J, besought him^wilfh 
0e^ vehemence to go. . 

He lifted his eyes — '' Great heaven r 
ifb^t have I done ? I think I know 
the extent of my offences. I have 
«cted> but my actions have pdssibljf 
effiscted more than I designed, jfliia 
fear has brought me back from my re- 
treat. I come to. repair the evil of 
which my rashness was the cause> and 
to prevent more evil. I come to con* 
fess my errors/^ 
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'' Wretch ! '' I cried vihen ipy suffo- 
catiog ctnotidDS i?vould permit me to 
speaks '^ the ghost of my sister and her 
cbildreiij do thej not rise to accuse 
thee? Who was 'it that blasted the 
iptellects of Wieland? Who was it 
that urged him io fiirj^ and guided' 
bim to murder? Who^ but thou and 
the devil, with whom thou art eonfede- 
rated r\ 

At these words a new spirit pervad- 
ed his countenance. His eves once 
more appealed to heaven. '' If I have 
inemorj^ if t have being, I am in- 
nocent. I intended no ill ; but my foUyj, 
indirectly and remotely, may hav^ 
caused it ; but what ward» are these f 
Your brother a lunatic ! His children 
dead!" ^ 

What should I infer from this de- 
portment? Was the ignorance vvhich 
these words implied real or pretended ? 
-—yet how could I imagine a mere 

p 4 
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human agency in these events ? But if 
the influence was preternatural or 
maniacal in my bi^other's case^ they 
must be equally so in my own. Then 
I remembered that the voice exerted^ 
was to save me from Carwin's attempts. 
These ideas tended to abate my abhor- 
rence of this man^ and to detect the 
absurdity of my accusations. 

'' Alas ! " said I, '' I have no one io 
accuse. Leave me to my fate. Fly 
from a scene stained with cruelty; 
devoted to despair.*' 

Carwin stood for a time musing and 
mournful. At length he said : ^' What 
has happened ? I came io expiate my 
crimes: let me know them in their full 
extent. I have horrible forebodings ! 
What haa happened ?'^ 

I was silent; but recollecting the 
intimation given by this man when 
he was detected in my closet, which 
implied some knowledge of that power 
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which interfered inmy favour,! eagerly 
inquired, ''What was that voice VErhich 
Called upon me to hold v?hen I attempt- 
ed to open the elaset ? What face wai| 
that which I saw at the bottom of the 
stairs ? Answer me truly.*' 

. '^ I came to confess the truth. Your 
allusions are hprrible and strange. 
Perhaps I have but faint conceptions 
of the evils which my infatjuation has 
produced; but what remains I will 
perform. It was wi/ voice that you 
heard ! It was my face that you 

For a moment I doubted whether 
my remembrance of events were, not 
confused. How could he be ^Xpnce 
stationed at my shoulder and shi^t up 
in my closet? How could he stand 
near me and yet be invisible ? But if 
Carwin's were the j^rilling voice^ and 
the fiery visage which I had hear^ and 
ijeen, then was he the prompter of my 

p & 
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brother^ and the author of these dtdma? 
outrages. 

Once more I averted mj eyes an4 
struggled for speech. '* Begone ! thou 
xnan of mischief! Remorseless and 
implacable miscreant ! 'begone 1" 

'^ I will obey/' said he, in a discon- 
solate voice; '^ yet> wretch as I am^ 
am I unwortby io^ repair the evils that 
I have committed? I came as a re- 
pentant criminal, it is you whom I 
b'ave injured^ and at your bar am I 
willing to ^ppear^ and confess and ex- 
piate n^y crimes. I have deceived you: 
I have sported with your terrors : I 
have plotted to dfeslroy your r<epu<atioa. 
1 eonie bow to remove your errors ;; ta 
set you beyond the reach bf similn^ 
fearir to rebuild your fanii^ as far as I 
#0 able. 

" Tfeis is the artiount t)f my guilt, 
4nd this the fruit of hiy remiorse. Witt 
;oi!^ no't heat me ? LSs^£fa to my eooSest* 



aion> ahd then deaoQiice punish men t. 
All I ask is a patient audience/' 

^^ What r' I replied, '^ wa^ not thinp 
the yoice that coronianded my brothec 
to inibru<^ his band^ in the blpod of 
ills ebildren— tp strangle th^t ang^I of 
sweetness his wife ? H^s he qp^ ypwed 
mjt death> and the death of Pleyel, 9t 
tbjr bidding ? Ha9t thou not ma^fs bim 
the butcher of his family; phanged 
hioi who was the glory of hi? species 
into worse than brute ; robbed bin? pf 
leasoUj and consigned the rest of his 
days to fetters and stripes ?'* 

Carwin's eyes glared^ and his limb^ 
were petrified at this intelligence. No 
words were requisite ta prote him 
rui)tless of these enormities : at the 
time^ however^ I was nearly insensible 
to these exculpatory tokens. He walk>* 
ed tO' the farther end of the room/ and 
having recovered some degtee of com- 
pjMure^ he spoke— 
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'^ I am not tbift^ villain; I have slain 
90 one; I have prompted none to 
slay ; I have handled a tool of wonder- 
ful efficacy without malignant inten- 
tions^ but without caution ; ample wjlt 
be the punishment of my temerity^ if 
my conduct has contributed to this 
evil/' He paused— 

I likewise was' silent. I struggled 
to command myself so far as to listen 
to the tale which he should tell. Ob- 
serving this, he continued — 

*' You are not surprised of the exist- 
ence of a power which I possess. I 
know not by what name to call it.^ It 

* Biloquium^ or Tenlrilocution. Sound is 
Taried according to the Tariations of direction 
and distance. The art of thp ventriloquist coiu 
lists in modifying his Toice according to all these 
Tariations^ without chajnging-his place. See the 
work of the Abbe de la Chapclle, in which are 
accurately recorded the performances of one of 
these artists, and some ingenious, though unsa- 
tisfactory speculations are giyen on the means 



enables me to mimtc exactly the voice 
of another, and to modify the sound 

by which the effects are produced. This power 
is, perhaps, given by nature, but is doubtless 
improyable, if not acquirable, by art. It may, 
possibly, consist in an unusual flexibility or ex. 
ertion of the bottom of the tongue and theuTuIa. 
That speech is producible by these alone must be 
granted, since anatomists mention two instances 
of persons speaking without a tongue. In one 
case, the organ was originally wanting, but i^s 
place was supplied by a small tubercle, and the 
UTula was perfect. In the other, the tongue was 
destroyed by disease, but probably a small part 
of it remained. 

This power is difficult to explain, but the fact 
Is Undeniable. Experience shews that the human 
Yoice can imitate tbe.Toice of all men and of all 
inferior anhnals. The sound of musical instra* 
XQ^ntsj and evea noises from the contact of in« 
animate substances, have been accurately imitate 
cd. The mimicry of animals is notorious ; and 
Dr. Burney (Musical Trayels) mentions one 
who imitated a flute and tIoUd, so as to deceive 
even bis ears. 
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Ko that it shall appear to eom^ from 
what quarter^ and be ottered at what 
distance I please. 

^* I know bot that e?erj one pos^ 
sesses this power. Perhaps, though a 
casual position of my organs in my 
youth shewed me that I possessed it, il 
is an art which may be taught to all. 
Would to God I had died unknowing 
of the secret; it has produced nothing" 
but degradation and calamity, a f 

*^ For a time the possession of %^ 
potent and stupeadous an endowment 
elated me with pride. Unfortified by 
principle^ subjected to poverty, stimu-* 
latcd by headlong passions^ I ma49^ 
this powerful engine subservient to tha 
supply of my wants, and the gratifies^ 
tion of my vanity. I shall not mentioa 
how diligently I cultivated this gift,, 
which seemed capable of unlimited im- 
provement ; nor detail the varieof Be^ . 



easions on vrbich it was successfullj 
exerted to lead Buperstttioa, conquer 
airarice, or excite awe. 

'* I left America^ wbicli i» my native 
aoit in my youtb. I have been engag- 
ed in various scenes of life^ in wbieb 
Iny peculiar talent has been exercisedi 
with more or less success* I was finally 
betrajed by one who called bimsdf my 
friend^ into acts which cannot be 
justified, though they are suaceptibit 
of apology. 

^* The perfidy of tbis man compelled 
tne to withdraw from Europe. I re* 
turned to my native country, micertain 
whether silence and ob«curity would 
aave me from brs malice. I resided ii» 
the purlieus of the city. I put oa 
the garb and assuaged the manners of a 
clown. 

" My ^lef recreatbn was walking. 
My principal haunts were the lawnn 
and gardens of Mettingea. In this 
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delightful region the luxiiriances oF 
nature had been chastened by judici* 
ous art^ and each successively codtem- 
platiDg unfolded new ehchanttiients. 

'^ I was studious of seclusion : I was 
satiated with the intercouFse of man- 
kiod^ and discretion required me to 
shun their intercourse. For these rea- 
sons I loog avoided the observation of 
your family^ and chiefly visited these 
precincts at night. 

^' I was never weary of admiring the 
position and ornaments of the temple.> 
Many, a night* have I passed under its' 
roof, revolving no pleasing meditations. 
When, in my frequent rambles^ I per- 
ceived this apartment was occupied^ I 
gave a different direction to my steps* 
One evenings when a shower had just 
passed^ judging by the silence that no 
one was within'^ I ascefnded to this 
building. Glancing carelessly round, 
I perceived an open letter on the 



WIELAND. 65 

pedestal. To read it was doubtless an 
offence against politeness. Of this of^ 
fence, however, I was guilty. 
. ^' Scarcely bad 1 gone half throiigh . 
when I was alarmed by the approach 
of your brother. To scramble down . 
the cliff on the opposite side was im- 
practicable. I was unprepared to meet 
a stranger. Besides the awkwardness 
attending such an interview in these 
circumstances, concealment was neces- 
sary to my safety. A thousand times 
had I vowed never again to employ tb^ 
dangerous talent which I possessed ; . 
but such was the force of habit and 
the influenc^e of present convenience, 
that I used this method of arresting 
his progress and leading him back to 
the house, with his errand, whatever it ' 
was, unperformed. I had often caught 
parts, from my station below, of your 
conversation in this place, and was well 
acquainted with the voice of yoursistet. 



^^ Some weeks after this I was again 
quietly seated in this recess. The late- 
ness of tbe boor secured iQie> %i I 
thought, from all interruption. In 
this^ howevef^ I was mistaken^ fat. 
Wielaod^^d Pleyel^ as I judged hy 
tlteir voicesj earnest in daspute^ us-* 
cended the hilt. 

'' I was not sensible that any incon^ . 
TOiiLefloe could possibly have flowi^ 
from my "former exertion ; > yet it waa 
followed with compunction, because 
it was a deflation from a path ^^bicb 
I bad assigned tp myself. oNowi my^r 
aversion to this means of escape w^^ 
enforced by an unauthofised curiosity^ 
and by the knowledge of a busby hol- 
low oa the edge of tbe hi 11^ where I 
' should be safe from discovery. Into 
this hollow I thrust myself 

" The propriety of removal to Eu* 
rcfpe was the question eagerly discuss- 
ed. Pleyel intimated that his anjuety 



to go was augraented by the sitence of 
Theresa de Stolberg. The temptation 
to ihterfere ii» this dispute was irre* 
sisfible. In vain I contended with in« 
Teterate halj^its. I disguiled to mjself 
the impropriety of my. conduct by re* 
collecting the benefits which it might 
produce. Pleyers proposal was tm« 
wise^ yet it was enforced with plku- 
fltble argmnent»and indefatigable zeil«. 
Your' brother might be puzzled and 
vf^rM, but could not be coov^nced^ 
I coikieived that to terminate the eon* 
troverly 4b finrour of the latter was 
eomfef i^g a benefit ' on all pasties^ 
For this end I {profited by ati opening^^ 
in the conversation^ and a^ured them 
of Catharine^s irreeoneiUble aversion^ 
to the scheme^ and of the deatli of the 
Saxon baroness. : The latter event was: 
merely a eonjecturei but rendered ex- 
tremely probable by Pleyel's repro- 
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sentations. My purpose^ yoa need not 
be told, was effected. 

*' My passion for mystery, and a 
species of imposture, which I deemed 
harmless, was thus awakened afresh. 
This secpnd lapse into error made my 
recovery more difficult. I cannot -coa- 
Tey to yoii an adequate idea of the 
kind of gratification which I derived 
from these exploits ; yet I meditated 
nothing. My views were bounded to 
the passing moment^ and comnionlj 
suggested by the momentary exigence. 

'' I must woit couceal any thing. 
Your principles teach you to abhor a 
voluptuous temper; but, with what* 
ever reluctance, I acknowledge thia 
temper to be mine. ' You imagine your 
servant Judith to be innocent as well 
as beautiful ; but you took her from 
a family where hypocrisy, as well as 
Ucentiousness, was wrought into a sys-- 
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tern. 'My attention was captivated by 
her ,charms^ and her principles w^re 
•easily seen to be flexible. 

•' Deem me not capable of the ini- 
quity of seduction. . Your servant is 
not destitute of feminine and virtuous 
qualities ; but she was taught that th^ 
best use of her charms consists in the 
sale of them. My nocturnal visits to 
Mettingen were now prompted by a 
double view^ and my correspondence 
with your servant gave me, at all times, 
access to your house. 

^' The second night after our inter- 
view, so brief and so little foreseen by 
either of us^ some dasmon of mischief 
•seized me. According to ray compa- 
nion's report, your perfections were 
little less than divine. Her uncouth 
but copious narratives converted you 
into an object of worship. She chiefly 
tlwelt upon your courage, because she 
herself was deficient in that quality. 
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You held epparitioas and goblias in 
contempt. You took no precautions 
against robbers. You were just as 
tranquil and secure in this iooelj 
dwellings as if you were in the midst 
of a crowd. 

*^ Hence a vague project occurdreii' to 
me to put this courage to the test. A 
woman capable of recollection in dan- 
ger, of warding oflf groundless panics^ 
of discerfiiug the true mode of pro- 
ceedings and profiting by her best re« 
sources, is a prodigy. I was desirous 
of a^crtaining whether you were such ' 
an one. 

*' My expedient was obvious and 
simple: I was to counterfeit a mur- 
derous dialogue ; but this was to be so 
conducted that another, and not jFour- 
self, should appear to be the object* 
% was not aware of the possibility tj^at 
you should appropriate these menaces 
^ to yourself. Had you been still and 



lutened, you ^ould have beard the 
struggles and prayers of the victim, 
ivho 1V0U Id likewise have appeared to 
lie shut up ia the closet^ and whose 
voice would hare been Judith's. This 
scene would have been an appeal to 
your compassioa; and the proof of 
cowardice or courage which I expected 
IVoni you^ would have been your re- 
maiQing inactive in your bed, or your 
•entering ihe closet with a view ta In- 
sist the sufferer. Some instances which 
Juditb related of your fearlessness and 
promptitude made me adopt the latter 
•supposition with some degree of con* 
fidence. 

^' By the girl^s directioq I found a 
ladder^ and mounted to your closet 
window. This is scarcely large enough 
io admit the head, but it answered my 
ourpose too well. 

*' 1 cannot expr<ess my coAfnsi^n and 
•urprise at your abrupt «ad precipitate 
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fliglit. I hastily removed the ladder ; 
and 9 after some pause^ curiosity and 
doubts of your safety induced me to 
follow you. I found you stretched oa 
the turf before your brother's door, 
without sense or motion. I felt the 
deepest regret at this unlooked-for 
consequence of my scheme.. I knew 
not what to do to procure you relief. 
The idea of awakening the family na- 
turally presented itself. This .emer* 
gehcy was critical^ and . there was no 
time to deliberate. It Was a. sudden 
thought that occurred^ I put my lips 
to the key-hole^ and sounded an alarm 
which effectually roused the sjeepers. 
My organs were naturally forcible^ 
and had been improved by long and 
assiduous exercise. 

'^ Long and bitterly did I repent of 
my scheoie. I was somewhat consoled 
by reflecting that my purpose had not 
been evil^ and renewed my fruitless 



inms never to attempt such dangerous 
experiments. For some time I ad- 
hered^ with laudable forbearance^ td 
ihk resolution> 

^' My life has been a life of hard* 
ship and exposure. In the summer I 
prefer to make my bed of the smooth 
turf^ or^ at most^ the shelter of a sum* 
mer-house suffices. In.all my rambles 
I never found a spqt in which so many 
picturesque beauties and rural delights 
were assembled as at Mettingen. No 
corner of your little domain unites 
i'ragrance and secrecy in so perfect a 
degree as the recess in the bank. The 
odour of its leaves, the coolness of its 
shade^ and the music of its water-fall,' 
had early attracted my attention. Here 
my sadness was converted into peaceful 
tnelancholy — here my slumbers were 
sound, and my pleasures enhanced^ 

^' As most free from intcrruptiwi, I 
chose this as the scene of my midntght 

VOL- III. E 



ittarwinm wMi Jqdiilu Ooe evtemn^^ 
as the sm dedmoi, 1 was aeated liecei 
whea I "VBM alarioed by jtoitr approMb, 
It was with difficulty ih^ I aiec4e4 
mjr escape imnatiMd by you. 

'^ Aiihe custemacy hetir I leftunrad 
to ya«r habitatiDD, aad was aiade ac* 
qoanted by Judith with yoiur umisiial 
abseaoe. I Isalf suspected the true 
cause^ and fisH uneasiaess at the dan* 
g«r there was that I should he de** 
prived of my r^eat ; or^ at leasts in* 
terrupted in the possession of it. The 
girl, likewise^ informed me, that among 
your other singularities, it was not un* 
common for you to leave your bed# 
and walk forth for the sake of night* 
airs and star-light contemplations. 

" I desired to prevent this inconve- 
mence. I found you easily swayed by . 
fear. I. was influenced, in my choice 
of means, by the facility and certainty 
of that to which I had been accujs- 



tdued. Mi ftat:I foftfsMr was, tfant^ 
in fiitiif % this «pot woutd bt taatmisljr 

'^ I tilleffed the Hce^miik the at* 
jBoosi teutioB, and dieeofMeds by ymA 
breaihitigii^ kt whet ceoditioli you 
were. Tlie uoeipeeted itter^retetieo 
which you placed upon my former pro* 
ceeding suggested my conduct on the 
present occasion. The mode in which 
heaTen is said by the poet to interfere 
for the prevention of crimes^ was 
Bomewhat analogous to my province, 
and never failed to occur to me at sea- 
sons like this. It v^s requisite to 
break your slumbers^ and for this end 
I uttered the powerful monosyllable, 
^' hold ! holdr* My purpose was not 
prescribed by duty, yet surely it was 
far from being atrocious and inexpia* 

^ PeqpsdmragliiheliUa^etaf^flwte'k, and cries 

SaAUsssuiBr 
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ble. To effect it, I uttered vflmt was 
false^ but it was well stuted to my pur- 
pose. Nothing less wns intended than 
to injure you. Kay^ the etril resulting 
from iny former act wais partl^^ re- 
moTed by assuring j^u that in all 
places but this you w6re safe. 
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CHAP. III. 



'^ My morab wijl apf^ar tQ jrbu lar 
from rigid^ yet my conduct will fall 
short of your suspicions. I am now 
to confess actions leB» enLcusable^ and 
jret surely they will not entitle me to 
the name of a desperate or sordid cri- 
minal. 

" Your bouse was rendered^ by your 
frequent and long absences,, ea$ily ac- , 
cessible to my curiosity. My meetipg 
with Pleyel wasi the prelude to direct 
intercourse with you. I bad seeamuch 
<if the world, but your character exr 
hibited a specioien of human powers^ 
that was wholly new to me. Myin-^ 
tercourse with your senrant furnished 
me with curious details of your do* 
mestic management. I yras of a.dif* 

e3 
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ferent sex t I was not your husband ; 
I was not even your friend; yet my 
knowledge of you was of that kind 
which coi\jugal intimacies can give^ 
andj in some respects^ more accurate.^ 
The ohseryatioa of yourliiemestie was 
guided- by me. 

" You will not be surprised that I 
should sometimes profit by yonr ab* 
sence^ and venture tt^ cxaRiine with 
my own eyes the interior of your cham- 
-ber. Upright and sincere, you med 
no watchfulness, and practised Wpre- 
cautions. I scrutinized every things 
and pried every where^. Your closet 
was usualfy locked;, but it was once 
*my fortune to find the key on a bu* 
reau. I opened and found new scope 
Ibr my curiosity in yowr books, ^ne 
of these was manuscript^ and written 
in characters which essentially agreed 
with a short-hand system which I had 
learned from a Jesuit mfssionary, ^ 



'^I ^nniot joitif jT lay coodocl, yet 
tnjr onljp f rkne Mifts eurioiiiy. I pe« 
nsBeddiis Yaliaiie\)^UIi.e*g«snei8. Tbv 
intelleci whtch it vBteiled wm brigbtet 
tlun mjliioitecl and feeble orgaiis could 
fcear. i trai^ natiually ioqmsitive as 
tO' yoti£ ideas reapeteting^ vay deport- 
meat^ and the mysteries that had lately 
oceurred. 

'* You know what yoii hane written* 
Yoa know that id this icolunie the key 
tur yoar inmost sonl waa contained^ 
IC I had been a profiound aiid sBMiKgw 
iHLot impostor^ Mrhat plenteoas. mate* 
riala were thna fiunisbed ma of stca- 
fagems aad ph)t« ! 

'' The ccnnci^nce of youc dream ui 
the liunlnler-hoUae witk my exefauBah 
tioa was tsqly wonderf uK , The vbiea 
which warned you to forhcfar was, 
donbtlesa, mine ; hot n^ed by a coibh 
jBOB process of tbe £4ooy^ with ^ 
train of niioaary inddeutt^ 
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. '' I sa^ in a stronger light than ever 
the dangerpusness of thai instrument 
\?hich I employed^ and renewed my 
fesolutioDs to abstain from the use of 
it' in future; hut I was destined per* 
petuallj to violate mjxesolutians./ By 
some perverse fate I was led into cit- 
eumstances. in which the exertion of 
my powers was the sole or the best 
means of escape. 

'^ On that memorable night on which 
our last interview took place I came 
as usual to Mettingen. I was appnzed 
of your engagement at your brother^ 
from which you did not expect to re- 
turn till late. Some incident suggested 
the design of visiting your chamber. 
Among your books which I had not 
examined might be something tending 
to illustrate your character^ or the 
history of your family. Some intima- 
tion had been dropped by you in dis- 
course^ respecting a perforniaitce of 



jour father^ in which some importapt 
transaction in his life was recorded. 

'' I was desirous of feeing this book ; 
and such was my habitual attachment 
to Dfijstery^ that I preferred the clan* 
destine perusal of it. Such were the 
motives that induced me to make this: 
attempt. Judith had disappeared^ and 
finding the> house unoccupied^ I sup- 
plied myself with a ligbt> and pro- 
€;(Beded to your chamb.er. 

^' I found it easj^ on, experimept^ to 
lock and unlock your closet door with- 
out tb^ aid of a key. | shut myself 
i|9 this recess^ and.Ayas busily exploring 
your ^helves^ when I heard ^oroe one 
enter the room below. I was at a losf 
whp it could be, whether you or your 
servant. 

'* Doubtfah bowjBver^ as I was, 
I conceiv.cd it prudent to extinguish 
ibe ligjit.. Scarcely was this done, 
when BQva^ one entered the chamber* 

£ 5 
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Tlie footsteps wef e easity dutkiguisbed 
to be jFOur*s. 

** My sitoatieB was new fu4( of dan* 
get and perplexity. For some time I 
cherrsbed the hofe that you would 
leave the room so )ong as to afiWd me 
te opp-ortnnifj of escaping. As the 
lours passedj this hope gradually de«- 
sorted me. It was plam that you had 
reticed for the mght. 

" I knew not how soon yoti might 
find oeeasten to enter the closet. I 
was altTO ia alt the horrors of detisc* 
tion^. and ruminated withont eeasiiig^ 
AH the behaviour which ft wmiM- be 
proper^ ia ease* of detectioih, to adopt. 

4. 

2 was unable to discover any consistent 
method of accounting for ray being: 
thus immured. ^ 

''It occurred to me tiaiff h might 
withdraw you* from- your chamber fop 
a ftw minutlss^ Hy Gountepfcittaig » 
teiee from without. 8bmo uiessage 



froitt fom Iwother uaght be Mirmefii 
raquiiriiig' j(ms pt^ence at his hiaiM«L 
I wa& deterred fimn tbn seheiKe by 
refteetiog: on the resol«ti<m i ha^l 
fcMmaed^ anii' on tlie possible evib fbat 
viigiBt result from it, Be&idei, il wn 
not improhaUe tfaaH ^u wowUspMdiiy 
itfstire to bed> and the% bj the dxeccise 
•€ surfficieftt csiitioDj I mtglit bope-tai 
eaeape ilnobMrved^ 

' ' Meaa¥Pbdile I listened with tker 
4eeyieat anxiety lo eVe^y molioii freot 
wisthoilt. I dis^eefereA notkiog tvbkh 
betok^ed pfeparatioiif for sleep, in-^ 
stead of this I beard deep-drawn si|^^ 
aftd oceasionalijr afli balf^expressedf abdb 
mournful ejaculation Hesiee, I in« 
fefied tbat you were unhappy. The* 
true state of your mind wkh regard tor 
Plfifyel you^ own pen had disdesed ; 
hvii i supposed you to be frafned: mt 
9mk Mater iala^ tbaf^ thoAigb a iUbfo^br* 
tar^ aaduMe might affCct yon, yoii iww 
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imprFegnable to any permanent oxkd 
heartfelt grief. Inquietude for my 
own safety was^ for a moment^ sus* 
peoded by sympathy with your distress. 

^' To the former consideration I wasi 
quickly recalled by a motion of your's^ 
which indicated I knew not what. I' 
fostered the persuasion that you would 
now retire to* bed ; but presently yot» 
approached the closet^ and detections 
seemed to be iiaevitable. You put your 
kand upon the lock. I had formed no- 
plaa to extricate myself from the di^- 
lemma in which' the opening of the 
door would inTolve me. I felt an ir- 
reeoncilable aversioir to detection.--* 
Thus* situated^ I* involuntarily seized 
the door wi^h a resolutlDu to resisti 
your efforts to^opeu it; 

^^ Suddenb^ you receded from the 
door. This deportment was inexpli- 
cable^ but the relief it afforded me was' 
quickly gone. You returned^ aad I 
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once more was thrown into perplexity. 
The expedient that suggested itself 
was precipitate and inartificial. I ex* 
erted my organs and called upon jou 
to hold. 

'' T^at you should persist in spite 
of this admonition was a snbject of 
astonishment. I again resisted your 
efforts ; for the first expedient having 
failed^. I knew not what other to resort 
to. In this state^ how was my asto* 
Bishmenrt increased when I heard you9 
exclamations h 

" It was now plain that you knew 
me to be within. Further resistance 
was unavailing and useless. The door 
opened^ and I j»hruDk backward. ' SeU 
dom have I felt deeper moptificationj. 
and more painful perplexity. I did 
not oolisider. that the truth would be^ 
lless injurious than any lie which I 
eottld hastily frame, Conscioxii^ as \ 
was of a certain degree of guilty I 



cMeeifed thai jtmt woaM foam. 46 e 
Most odious sHspieions. Tiw tru£ii 
would b# ifiipeclect, unless I wrceliiBehi 
•wise \x^ explaki tile nyslerious' adno^ 
uition which had been given ; but that 
ezptanatbur was of too art eat iaonieiit> 
mud iRvoited too extensive coosequttnces 
to make me suddeolj resolve fo' gihw 
it. 

^^ I was I aware that tliisi dbcovevjv 
wotald associate itself io yous aaiocl 
with the dialogue fonnerly keatd i» 
this closet. Thence would your sw«« 
pieionS' be aggra^ated^ and to' escupe 
from these suspieions would be iai|)esN 
Sible. But tbd mere trutk would be 
suflfcciently oppMbrioue> and^ dispme 
me fbr ever of jour good opiuiotf. 

^^ Thu» was I rendered desperate^, 
and my mind rapidly passed to' the 
contemplation of the use tlrst might} 
be made' of ptevJeus evttntsr^ Sepse 
good gieniiis would afpeai^ te, you^ to 



have interpoasd to Mive yott fiiMi m* 
Jturj inteaded. by me* Why, I a»id^ 
sioee I mast siak m heat opioion^ afaovld 
K not cherish tins hdm£^ Wbf net 
personate an eoemy, aad pretentf tb«t 
ctiestial idtcsfereiiMt has finrsfi ated my 
sdieae^' ? 1 must ftyv but kt nus le^m 
wonder and ftar behind ne. Ehi«fii> 
datioa o£ llie i^ter j wiAl ahiBj» lit 
pratttitfaUt^ I s&ail do 00 iflj*B8y> but 
neMly telfe <»f evil tlmt ww Asdffa^y 
but ». Aoivr past, 

*^ Thus I estaivflded my eomdaoirto 
myself^ but I scovceiy exfieet that this 
will l» toi you a saficieiit! explicatioii 
of tibre si^eM that fidl&iwed^ Tb(»ie bn* 
lite wfai^rh I bave^ imbibedl^v the raoted 
pMiioo wb»cb potassfles: me for icatftow 
ktg airound^ ane amaaomeiit aaib feaor, 
ye« eiij^y w» oppwtottitiet of koofwi^^; 
That a fiMVii showld waoUrnVf i»p«te 
t» bimseif the meet fiagitiow d^gw^ 
mil hBjOfy b9 0redited> e^ea ibMeb 
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you r-eflect that my reputation was«Ii« 
ready^ by my own folly^. irretrievably 
ruioed ; and that it was always in my 
power to communicate the truths and 
sectify the mistd^e. 

/^ I left you to ponder on this scene. 
My mind was full of rapid' and iocon-' 
gruous ideas. Compunction^ self*up« 
braiding, . hofrelessnesS) satisfaction at 
the view of those effects likely to Sow 
frMa my new scheme^ misgivings as to 
the beneficial result of this.sch^ne 
took possession of my mind> and s^med 
to struggle for the mastery. 
.' '' 1 had gone too far to-ceceie. i 
had painted myself to you as an assas- 
sin and ravisher^^ withheld from guilt 
only by a voiGe<' from heaven. I h^d 
thus reverted into the path of error^ 
and oowj having, gone thu3 far, mjf 
progress seemed to be irre^y^K^able. 1 
naid to m^self^ I m|i#t leav^ ikft&e pr«-r 
cincts ior ever, My .acts hate, Jblapte^ 



WIELAMB. 89 

toy fame in the eyes of the Wielands. 
For the sake of ereating a mysteriou* 
dreads I have made myself a yillain. 
I may complete this mysterious \>laiif 
by some new imposture^ but I cannot 
aggravate my supposed guilt. 

*' My resolution was farmed, and i 
was swiftly ruminating on the means 
for executing it^ when Pleyel appeared 
in sight. This incident decided my 
conduct. It was plain that Pleyei was 
a devoted ' lover^ but he was^ at the 
same time^ a man of cold resolves and 
exquisite sagacity. To deceive him 
would be the sweetest triumph I hlid 
ever enjoyed. The deception would 
be momentary^ but it would likewise 
be complete. That his delusion would 
ao soon be rectified was a recommenda- 
tion to my scheme^ for I esteemed htm 
too much to desire to entail upon him 
lasting agonies. 

^' I had no time to reflect f urthec> 
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for he pjocieededs witb & ^imk »U^, 
toHivardi tiK houae. I fras huf rkd oo- 
ward tnvoluntarriiy and bj a mec^A^ 
mt»l iinpufaM. I foilewed. him m b^ 
paased: the* recess io the lHiak> aoA 
fihro -Adding mjie^f io that spot,, t cotm- 
ter&ited ramds which I knew would 
ifpest his steps. 

. *^ H« stopped^ tiiraed, kiistB8«d^ ap>- 
proaefaied, and o?erhctti?d a dialflgu^ 
wbase purposie waa toranquishbia h«^ 
iief in a pi<>iQt xnberc his beiie£ was 
most difficult to vaaqtmh;. I^JK^rtedsiU 
mj pawers tm imitate joui '^otco> joar 
geoeral sentiments, and your Umgmiget* 
Bein^ oMafer^ by nMans of yo^i^ j^'*^ 
oal^ of your peraanal history and noat 
secret tbougbts^ my efforts wera tbo 
more suceessfiil. When i ret ievncil 
the tenor of this dialogue, I ^aaoot bei- 
lieve but that Pleyel waa delmied. 
When I think of your ekasaeier,. aacl 
of iAt inferoiieea which this, dialogue 
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Tttfts mtenikd to* suggest^ it seeing in- 
eredible that tbU deltHii0« ribo«Ul tre 

'^ I ifiared not mjself. l called my* 
self murderer^ thief, gniky of ii»n«K 
meraihle perjuries and miisdeadB: ihnt 
you had debased )wufi9«lf to the k^d 
of such an ooe^ no evidence^ methoughf; 
would »u^lice to convince him wko 
k««*ir you so thorouf^hly m Pleyel; 
aiid jet ihe imposture amouated: i(f 
proof vrbicb the mosA jealous scrutiny 
Wotsld fitod to be unexceptionable. 

^^' He left bis station precipitately and 
resumed his way to the house. I sav 
that the 'detectidn of his erfoir would 
be infitantaitjeous^ since, not haying^ gone 
to bed^ an immediate interview wouki 
taice place between you. At first this 
citcuQtitance was considered with re*- 
gret; but as tinie opened my eye«i to 
the p6ssible cdoseqiaeiices of Uiis scenOj, 
i regarded it mili plearare. 
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'^ III a short time the ' infatbatiicni' 
which had led me thus far began to^ 
subside. The remeinbrance of fonncF . 
reasonings and transactions was re« 
newed. - How often had I repiented Wnxt 
kiird. of exertion ; how many evih were 
[m>duced by it which ] ^had not fore- 
seen ; what occasions for the bitterest 
remorse it had administered, now passed 
through my mind. The black cata* 
logue of stratagems was now increased; 
i had inspired you with the most Tehe^ 
ment terrors : I bad filled your mind, 
with faith in shadows and confidence in 
dreams : I had depraved the imagina- 
tion of Pleyel r I had exhibited yoa 
to his understanding as devoted to 
brutal gratifications and consummate in. 
hypocrisy. The evidence which ac-: 
companied this delosioA would be irre- 
sistible to one whose passion had per-^ 
verted his judgment^ whose jealousy 
with regard to me had already beea 



^excifed> and who, therefore^ would 
-aot fail to over-rate the force of ibis 
•evidence. What fat^l act of* despair 
or of vengeance might not this erxo^ 
produce. 2 

'^ With regard to myself, I Jbad 

acted with a phrenzj- that surpassed 

Jielief. I bad warred against mj peace 

and my fame ; I had banished myself 

from the fellowship of vigorous and 

•piire minds; J was feif-ejcpelled from 

a^ i^c^ne which the munificence of nar 

4,Uj^))l^d adorned with unrivalled beau- 

tiesj and from hauats in which all 

4t]ie mQ$e)3 and humanities bad taken 

jrefuge. 

'* I was'thus torn by coiiflicting fears 
and tumultuous regrets. The night 
passed away iu this sta(e of confusion ; 
and :nex.t morning in the gazette left at 
my obscure lodging I read a descrip- 
{tion and an offer of r^eward for the 
apprehension of my person. I was 



sftid io lame etesped from an Ijeisli pri- 
soo^ ia in^lnch i was coAfioed as ma o€^ 
faader con^ieteA of enoffmous.aad€01l^- 
pUcmted crimes. 

*' This was the work of aa tmmy, 
yrhoj by fl^diood and stratagem^ had 
procured lay condemnation. I was^, 
iiideed^ a pri«otter> Wl ewafted by the 
ex^riioa of t»y powers the fate to 
whidi I was doomed^ but which I did 
not deserve. I had hoped tiiat the 
malice of my foe was exhausted; but 
I »ow perKieived tb^t my pteeaatioti^ 
had beea wise^ for that the interventii^ii 
of an ocean was insufficient for my 
security. 

** Let meBot dwell oa the sensations 
which this diseofery prodyoed. 1 netd 
not tell by what 6tep« I was induced 
to seek an imetview with you^ for tha 
purpose of dbclosii^ the truiiii, and 
repaifi«g> as^iParas posaibley tlieefibcta 
^ my flodscMiduct. ItwaaQnaTOidabia 



tkftt Hhh gafg(Mte would fall into yoor 
Imnds^ and tkat it wauld tend to con*- 
firm ^vety. ef podoous knproMioR^ 

'^ HaYing gained this interflow, I 
piM'potfed to seek some retreat ia the 
^ilderoess^ inaccessible to your ni^ 
quirjE and to the malice of my foe, 
where I might hencefoatk employ myu 
aelf in composing a faithiiil narrative 
of mj actions. I designed it as my 
irindication from the asperskwa that 
bad rested on my character, and as a 
lessoa to- mankind on the evils of ere** 
dulity on the one hand, and of impos<- 
ture on the other. 

'M wrote you a billet, which was 
left at the house of your friend, and 
which I knew would, by some means, 
speedily come to your hands. I enter- 
taioed a faint hope that my invitation 
would be complied with. I knew not 
what use you would make of Ae op- 
portunity which this proposal afforded 



, .^0U of procuring the seiKure of mj 
. person ; but this fate I M^as determioed 
^, to avqid^ and I bad no doubt but due 
, circumspectioo^.^nd the exercise of the 
^faculty /which I possessed^ .ii¥ouId ena- 
.ble me to avoid it. ^ . 

'' I Iurked> through the day^ in the 
neighbourhood of Mettingen : I ap* 
, proached your habitation at the ap- 
pointed hour :. I entered {it in silenice 
by a trap-door. which led into the cel^ 
.lar« This had formerly been bolted on 
the inside^ but Judith had^ at an early 
perio.4 in our intercourse^ removed this 
impediment. I ascended to the first 
fioQ^j but met with no one^ nor any^tbing 
that indicated the presence of an humAH 
being. 

'^ I crept softly up stairs^ and at 

length perceived your chamber door 

to be opened, and a light to be within. 

It was of moment to discover by whom 

^ this light was accompanied. I was 



«enilble of fhe utconvemeiices to wliieb 
my being discovered at your dtamber 
door by any one Mritbin would subject 
«ne ; I therefore 4;aHed out in my own 
^01 ce^ but so moditied that it •bould 
appear to ascend from the court below^ 
' Who is in the chamber ? Is it Miss 
Wieland?' -- 

^' No answer was returned to this. 
'Summons, i listened^ but no motion 
could be heard. After a pause I re- 
peated my call^ but lio less ineJS^- 
tuftlly. 

'^ I now approached nearer the door^ 
and adventured to look in. A light 
stood on the lable^ but nothing human 
was di8Cerni1>le. I entered caiitiously^ 
but all was solitude and stillness. 

^' I knew not what to conclude. If 
^he house were inhabited, my call 
would have been noticed'; yet some 
suspicion insinuated itself that silence 
was studiously kept by persons who 
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intended to surprise me. My approa^eb 
bad been wary, and tbe silence tbat 
ensued my call bad likewise preceded 
it ; a circumstance that tended to dis- 
sipate my fears. 

^' At length it occurred to me that 
JudiOi might possibly be in her owf 
room. I turned my steps thither ; but 
she was not V^ be fonnd. I passed into 
other roomsj and was soon convinced 
that the house was totally deserted . I 
returned to your chamber^ agitated by 
vain surmises and opposite conjectures. 
The appointed hour had passed^ and I 
dismissed tbe hope of an interview. ' 

^^ In this irtaite of jthings I d^ermined 
to leave a few lines on your toilet, and 
prosecute my journey to the mountains. 
Scarcely had I taken ihe pen when I 
laid it aside, uncertain in what manner 
to address you. I rose from the table 
and walked Bcross tbe floor. A glance 
thrown upon the bed acquainted aie 
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y^ip. a 5pee(iicle to which, my toiicep^ 
tions of horror had not yet reached^ 

^^ la the iQidit of shudde^ping and 
trepidation^ the «ignjil of your presence 
in the court below recalled me to my-* 
self. The deed was newly done: I 
only was in the house : what had lately 
happened justified any suftpicions^ 
however enormous. It was. plain that 
this catastrophe was unknown to you : 
I thought upon the wild commotion 
which the discovery would awaken 
in your breast : I found the confusion 
of my own thoughts unconquerable^ 
and perceived thi^ the end for which I 
sought an interview was not now to be 
accomplished. 

^ ^^ la this state of things it was like-* 

-wise expedient to conceal my being 

within. I put. out the light and hur« 

ried down stairs. . To my unspeakable 

surprise^ notwithstanding every motive 

f2 



100 'WizLAJsm. 

to fear, .you ligbted a candle and pn^ 
ceeded to your chaniber; 

^^ I retired to that room below from 
which a door leads into the cellar^ 
This door concealed ine from you^ 
view as you passed. I thought upon 
the <spectacle which was about to pre- 
sent itself. Jn aa e&igen<;e so abrupt 
and so little foreseen^ I w^ again 
subjected to the empllre of mechanical 
and habitual impulses. I dreaded. ihe 
effects which this shocking exhibition,' 
bursting on your unprepared scgiises, 
might produce. 

'' Thus 4ictuatedv I stept swifltjy to 
the door, and ^thrusting . my head for- 
wards once more pronounced ij^e my^-' 
terious interdiction . M that momeAt, 
by some untoward fate, your eyes v^te 
cast back, and yoh saw m^ in the very 
act of utterance. I .fled through the 
darksfme aTcnue at which Z eptered. 
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eov«red with iiie shame of this de- 
tection; * 

'^ With diligence, stimulated by a 
tiiousand ineffable emotiods^ I pursued 
jto j intended journej. I have a brother 
whose farm is^ situated in the bosonf 'of 
a fertile desert^ near tte sd^iiFces of 
iht Leheigh, and thiUier X now ire- 
faired« 
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CHAP, IV 



' ^" Dfifiny did I tnmihBJtt on the 
^occurrebces that liftd "jiist pitoired.-— 
"^f^thiog eicited^my woo£fev 8o mucfai 
is tile meaiiB by w^ich^ you disco^er^tl 
]my hiittg iQ tlie closet. This '^l^cb- 
Very 9|)peared to be made at the md* 
'ttient "when you attempted to open if. 
^lR)w' could yOtt haTC otfterwi8tf'>H*- 
'mained so long ia the chambe^appiEi- 
rently fearless and tranquil ? Arid y£t^ 
bavbg made this discoiFery^ how cbiiM 
you persist in dra^ng me forl!by per- 
sist in defiance of an intetdietion s^ 
emphatical and solemn ?** *• ^'^ ' 

'^ Bnt your sister'i^ death was an 
e^ent detestable and emiikous.^ Sii^ V^ 

ft * 

been tbe victim of 'the most' dreadful 
species of assassination. How^' fa a 



^tate lik« your's, tbe murderous ioten* 
tion could be generated^ was whoHjr 
iacoaceiyable. 

*' I did not reliotq^nj^b. my design of 
confessing to you tbe part wbicb I had 
sustained in your f4imily« but I war 
willin]^ to defer it tt!f tile task whieh 
I bad 9et myself tras finisfaed. That 
being done> I resumed the resolution. 
The motives to incite ne to this contt« 
nually acquired force. Tbe more I 
revolved the events happening at Met? 
iii^en^ tbe more insupportable ai^ 
ominous my terrors became. My 
wakinghours and my sleep were vexed 
by dismal presages and frightful inti- 
qaations* 

'' Catharine was dead by violence. 
Surely my ipalignant stars had not 
made me the cikuse of her death ; yet 
bad I not rashly set in motion a ma* 
cbine^ over whoie progress I had no 
coMrouIj and which experience bad 

F 4 
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shewn me was infinite in power ? Elverj 
dbj tniglit add to the catalogue of hor- 
rors of which this Was the^soiirce^ and 
a seasonable disclosure of the trath 
might prevent nnniberless ills. 
^^ Fraught 'with this conception^ I 
have turned my 'steps liither. I find 
your brother's htU^e diesolate : the 
furniture removed/and the^alls stained 
with damps. Your own is in the aame 
situation. Your chamber is^ disman- 
tfed ' and dark^ and you exhibit an 
image of incurable grief^ and of rapid 
decay « 

*' I have uttered the truth. Thfc 
is the extent of my offences. You 
tell me a horrid tale of Wieland being 
led to the destruction of his wife and 
children^ by some mysterious agent. 
You charge me with the guilt of this 
agency ; but I repeat that th6 amouiii 
of my guilt has been truly stated.—^ 
This perpetrator of Catharine's deatlv 
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vrsLB unkiiawii to me till aow ;^ aal',. H 
is still onkaown to me." r 

At that moment^ tlie dosing of a 
door ia tlie kitchen was distineUj 
beard hj us. GannEin started aad 
^ased. '' Thsre is somiS one cfKnhig* 
r iDustnotbe found here bf ffljeoemtes,. 
and need not, since my. purpose is 
answered.*' .», 

I bad drunk in, with the ^mosi vebe- 
ment attention, wetj word t&at he had 
uttered; I; bad nD!^ {breath to intern^., 
Ks.tale by interrogations or comments^ 
The power that Ee spoke of was 
Mtherto unknown to tne r: its existence: 
was. incredible ; kf' was suscegtibk of 
no direct proof. 

, He owns tftat his weve ^he Toice 
and face whic&H I heard add sawi. Me 
attempts to. givA an huniiHi explanation 
of. these phantasms c;r but itiia enough 
that he owds himself to be the agenf; 
his tale is a lie, and his nature devilish, 

W 5^ 



As he deoeiif«dme/h» likairisedeoeivetf 
my brother, and now dm I bdi^d thr 
ftutbec of aU our calantties ! 

Saeb* were my tkaugbl»' indien. bir 
passe allowed me to thiuk« 'I should 
liave bad him begone if the gileiice*had 
notlieen interrupted .; but now I fe£red 
■D DBKOce . far bi jaeif;^ and the milkii- 
nesf of my nature was curdled inlc^ 
hatred and raoeonr^ Some one was> 
aear^ andf tfaia- enemy of God and 
man might possibly be brought to 
jusiioe; I reflected not that the pre-^ 
iematural power which'he bad faitheote^ 
exerted would avail to; reacue hioi 
from any toils in which his feet might- 
be entangled. Meanwhile^. looks, and 
not wor4^ of asenace and abhorrence,, 
were all that I could bestow. 

He did not depark Eb , seemed 
dubioiss, whethes, by pasMng ovi o£ 
the honse, or .by remaining somewhat 
longer where he. was^ he dbould most 
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Oidswigcr Im safety. His coDfuikm 
inereafled' ythm stqps of one buefoot 
Mrere heard upon ihe stairs. He thtew 
aaxiotis Ranees sometimes at the closet^ 
sometimes, at the wisdow^ «id some^ 
times at the t^hamber door^ yet he wih 
dadoed by some inexplicable fasct* 
nation. He stood as if rooted to the 
spot. 

As to^ me^ my sottl^nras burstings with* 
detestation and revei^. I had m 
coom for surmises and fears respecting 
him that approached. It was doubt- 
less a human beings and would befriends 
flse so far as to aid me kr arresting this 
offender ,> 

Tbo stranger quickly enteced^ the 
room. My eyes and the eyes of Car*" 
win* were^ atthe same^moment^ darted 
V^eat fainok A second glance was not- 
needed to inform us who he was. His 
ioeks were'tangledy and fell confused- 
ly over Ilia forehead and eac»» His 



Airt wag of coiirse eliiC Mid ^Ipmk tt^ 
the neek aod breast* Rlf ooat wm- 
once of bright and fine texture^ btttr- 
now tora and tarnished with dtist. Hi#' 
&eti his legs, and his arms- wercr fiare^ 
His features were the seat^of a wild and. 
tranqail sblenmity^ but his ejes bespoke: 
inqqietiide and curiosity. 

He advanced with firm^ step, and!^ 
looking as in search of gome one. He 
saw roe and stopped. He bent* bir 
sight on the floor, and clenching his- 
hands, appeared suddenly absorbed in* 
. Ineditation. Siich were the figure and 
disportoient of Wieland ! Such, in his* 
fallen state; were the aspeet and guise, 
of my brother ! 

Carwin did not fail to recognise the 
visitant. Care for hi^ own sa^y was 
apparently swallowed up in the amas^^^ 
¥nent which* this spectacle produced. 
His station was conspicuous;! and he 
could not have escaped the , roving 



i 

gfmcfed^ of WietiEind ; yet the latter 
seemed^ "t^ally unconsciom of hu-pre« 

Grief atrthis scend of ruin and blast 
was ai first the only sentiment of whicli 
r was conscious*. A fearful stillness* 
enlued. At length Wieland, lifling- 
his faandsj wbkh were locked in each 
otherj to his breast^ exclaimed : '' Fe^ 
ther ! I thank tkee. This is thy guid* 
«nce. Hither thou hast led me^ that F 
might perform thy will : yet let me 
not err : let me- hear agaiathy messen«- 

ger r' 

He stood for a minute as if listening j. 
but reeovering from his attitude^ he- 
continued — *'It is not needed. Das- 
tardly wretch !* thus eternally ques« 
tioBing the behests of thy Maker V, 
wea^ in resolution! wayward in faith! -' 

His advanced to me^ and^ after ano-- 
ther pause^ resumed : '' Poor girl ! a^ 
^smal fate hlis set its mark upon thee; 



HO W»BL$iK&r 

Thy life is demanded as a sacrifiee; 
Prepare thee to die. Make not my. 
office difficuM by fruitless opposition. 
Thy prayers might subdue stones ; but 
«>De but be who enjoined my purpose 
can shake it/' 

These words were a sufficieik expU*^ 
cation of the seene. The nature of hk- 
phrenzy^ as described hy my uncte^. 
was remellibered; I who* had sought^ 
deaths was now tfadlledi with horror 
because it was near. Be&th in tbia*^ 
form^ death from the hand of a brother,, 
was thought upon mih indeseribable^ 
repugnances 

In a state thus verging i^oa mad« 
ness;, my eye glanced upon Carwin. 
His astonishment appeared to bafe 
struck him motionless and dumb. My 
life was in danger^ and my brothev'a^ 
hand was about to be imbrued in mjr 
hlood. I firmly beUe?ed that Carwiiia 
was the instigati«« I could rescue: 



ne from^ this ab^Miff red fate ; I could 
diss^ate tbi« iremeiidouA illiuioq; I 
Qould save my brother from the per^* 
tration of kw horr or% by ppiniiog qui 
tbe dievil who'SfidYieed him ; to hesitate 
a* moment was to perish. . Theso 
thoughts gave strength to mylimbaj 
and energy to my accents:, I started 
onmyfeef. 

''O brother!^ spare me^ spare thj^ 
9elf: These i& ihy betrayer. Heooufi-* 
ierfeited the voice andface of an aog$H 
fof the purpose of destroying thee and 
ne. Qe has this miMaaent confessed it. 
He is able to speak where he is not^ 
He is leagued with belL but will not 
avow it; yet he eonfessea thai the 
•gMcy wan his,'^ 

My brother turned slowly bis eyee« 
and* fixed them upon* Car win. Every^ 
joint in tjie frame of tbe laitei: tremt* 
bled. His complexion waa paler than 
a gbost'9» His eje tdnyred not meet that 



ofWiel8iid«butvrq.Qdered witBan airor* 
difltoaction from one spaee to another. 

^'MaUj" said my brother^ in a voice- 
totally unlike that which be had used* 
to me^ ''^wbat art thou > The •charge 
hsM been made. Answer it. Tha 
visage —the Toice— ^at the bottom q£ 
these stairs— at the hour of elefren— 
To whom did they belong ^ Tjo thee?'*" 

Twice did Garwin attempt to speak, , 
but his words died away upon his lifis.^ 
My brother resumedinatoaeofgreateri 
vehemence— 

'^ Thou falterest; faltecing is oaii* 
Bous; say yes or no: one word will 
auffice ;. but beware orfal«ehood. Was 
H a stratagem^of hell to overthrow my 
femily ^ Was thou the agent P^** 
' I now saw that the wrath which had* 
been prepared fer me waste be heaped 
upon another, Tt?e tale that I heard 
from him^ and his present trepidations,, 
were abundant testimonies ol* his guilt 
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JS»t what if Wieknd sbould be uodc' 
ceived ! What if he shall find his acts 
to have proceeded not from . an 
heavenly prompter^ but from human 
treacherj t Will not his rage mount 
inta whirlwind ?. Will not he tear limb 
from limb this devoted vrretch ? 

Instinctively I recoiled from this 
image^ but it gave place to another.; 
Carwin may be innocent, but the im- 
petuosity of his judge may misconstrue 
kis answers into a confession of guilt. 
Wieland knows not that mysterious 
voices and appearances were likewise 
witnessed by mi^. Carwin may be ig- 
norant of those which misled my 
l^rotlier. Thus may his answers ua- 
warily betray himself to ruin. ' ' 

Such might be the consequences of 
my frantic precipitation^ and- these^ it 
was necessary^ if possible, to prevent. 
1 attempted to speak, but Wieland> 
turning suddenly upon me, com- 



masded stlencej ra a toae furtont aatf 
terrible. My lip» olo8ed« and my 
tongue refiHed its oflfee. > 

'' What art tbou ?" he resumed^ i»dy 
dreflfiing himself to Carwin. '^ Answer 
me; whose form — whose voice— was 
it thy contr£?aDce ? Answer me J' 

The answer was* now givei^ hiit con- 
fusedly and scarcely articulated^ ''I 
meant nothing — I intended no ill— if I 
understand — if I do not mistake you-«- 
it is too true— I did appear-— -in tfca 
tntry — did spealr. The eootrivance 
was mine^ but — " 

These words were no sooner uttcFed^ 
than my brother ceased to wear the 
same aspect. His eyes were downcast : 
lie was motionless : his respiration^ be-- 
came hoarse^, like that of a man in the 
agonies of death. Carwin seemed ua^ 
able to say mor.0. He mig^t. have- 
easily escaped^ but the thought which, 
occupied him related to what W4ia. 
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kdrrid >aiid uftiotelHi^ble la this seeae^ 
fod net to Iii» own danger. 

Presently the ftcultieg of Wiel8nd> 
which^ for a time^ were cbaiaed np^, 
were seized with restlessness and trem- 
bling.^ He broke silence. The stoutest 
heart would have been appalled by the 
Jooe in which he spoke. He addressed 
himself to Carwiu. 

•' Why art thou here > Who detains 
thee? Go and learn better. I will 
neet tbee^ but it must be at the bar of 
thy Maker. There shall I bear witness 
against thee/' 

Perceiving that Carwin did not 
' obey> be continued : 'HDost thou wish 
me^ io^ complete the catalogue by thy 
dekth ? JThy life is a worthless thing. 
T^en^t me no more. I am but a 
man^ and thy presence may awaken a 
fury which may spurn my coatroul. 
.Begone !'* 
r Carwin^ . irresolute^ striving in vaia 
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for ttiterance^ bis complexion pallid as 
deaths bis hoees beating one against 
another J slowljr obeyed the mandate and 
withdrew. 
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. A F£w words more and I lay aside 
the peo ibr ever. Yet why .should I 
not relinquish it now ? All that I ha?li 
said is preparatory io this ^^cene^ and 
lily fingersy tremulous and <^old as my 
^eartj r^use any further •exertioB. 
^his must not be. Let my last €»iergies 
-support me in the finishing of tbitf 
task. Then will I lay^own my head 
Jn the lap of death. ^ Hushed will be aU 
my murmurs 4n the sleep of the grave; 
*Every sentiment has perished in my 
bosom. Even friendship is ^tinict. 
Your love for me has prompted me to 
4his task ; but I would not have com- 
plied if- it had liot been a luxury thus 
to feast upon my woes. I have justly 
calculated upon my remnant of strength. 
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When I lay down the pen the taper of 
life will expire: my existence willter- 
mtoate with my tale. 

Now that I was left alone with 
^Wieland, the perils of my situation pre* 
sented themselves to my mind. I^at 
this paroxysm should terininate id 
havock and rage it was reasonable to 
predict. The first suggestion of my 
fears had been disproved by my expe* 
Hence. Car win had acknowledged fais 
offences, and yet had escaped v^ The 
vengeance which I had harboured had 
not been admitted by Waeiand^ and 
yet the evils which I had endured, com«- 
paredhwith those inflicted on my brother, 
were as nothing. I thirsted ibr his 
blood, and was tormented with an insa- 
tiable appetite for his destruction ; yet 
my brother was unmoved, and had dis* 
missed him in safety* Surely tbou 
wast more than man^ while I am sunk 
below the beasts. 
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Did I place a right construetion <m 
die conduct of Wieland ? Was the 
enror thut misled him so easily rectifi- 
ed ? Were yieyfs so vitid and faith so 
strenuous thus liable to fading and to 
chaoge? Was there not reason to 
doulit the accuracy of my perec|itionsi 
With images like these was my mind 
thronged^ iiU the deportment of my 
hrotfaer called away my attention. 

J saw his lips move and bis eyes cast 
up to heaten. Then would he Ust^i 
and look back^ as if in expectatiim of 
some one's appearance. Thrice he re* 
peated these gesticulations and this 
inaudible prayer. Each time the mist 
of coofttiion and doubt seemed to grow 
darker and to settle en his understand* 
uig* 2 guessed at 4Jie meaning of these 
tokens. The words of Carwin had 
shaken his belief, and he was employed 
ia summoning the messenger who had 



foriperly comaiuned ^ith hin^^ to.aifcrt 
the value of those 'new doubts.. Ja 
vaui the summons was repeated^ £or 
his eye piet nothing l)ut vacancj^ and 
not a sound saluted his ear. 

He walked to (be bed> gazed with 
eagerness at the pillow which iiad 
sustained the bead of the bl^atbless 
Catharine^ atid then returned to the 
place where I sat. I had.no power, t^ 
lift my eyes to his face : I mas dubi^its 
of hispurpbse : this purpose might aipa 
at my life. 

Alas! nothing but subjection *tr» 
danger, and exposure to temptation^ 
ean show us what we are. By this 
test was I now tried, and found to be 
cbwardly and ' rash. Men can delibe^ 
rately Untie the thread 6f life^ and of 
tbir I dteitti^d ibyself capable*; yei novr 
Ibat I stood upoii the brink of fate^ 
thi^t the knife of the sacrificer was 
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aimed at mj heart. I shuddered and 
betook mjself to any means of escape^ 
Kowcvcr monstrous. 

Can I hear to think — can I endure to 
relate the outrage which my heart 
meditated ? Where were my means of 
safety ? Resistance was vain. Not 
even the energ:y of despair could set rae 
oh a level with that strength which his 
terrific prompter had bestowed upon 
"Wieland. Terror enables us to per- 
form Incredible feats; but terror was 
not then the state of my mimd : where 
then were my hopes of rescue ? 

Methinks it is too much. I stand 
aside^ as it were^ from myself; I esti- 
mate my own deservings; a hatred^ 
immoi'tal and inexorable^ is my due. 
I listen to my ov*u pleas, and find them' 
empty and false : yes, I acknowledge 
that my guilt surpasses that of all 
mankind : I confess that the curses of 

VOL III. O 



a^fro#14> tKid tlie £row08 jof a^deify, are 
ioadeqiiaite to mj. deaperits. JU.itefe H.* 
thing ID the wwU'^tiDfihjc of *ki£QJt0: 
ahhorresce^ it is I« 

What shalllsaj! l'vm»mennefiif- 
as I thptightf with death/ and/tp ^Ittdtfr 
this 6vi)^ my hand was read^ to.i&flrcLt 
i|eatli upon the nmiacer.. In visititig' 
my house, I had made provniiim agaiti#| 
th^ ipaohinations of Carwin. lu ^' 
fold of my dreaa an open penkdife #M^ 
concei^led. This I noHr seized -and' 
drew forth. It lurked out of'vWw;'' 
but t now aee^hat my fitsit^ of wAkd 
wop 14 -have rendered the deed iiierila-^ * 
ble if tdy brother had Hfted bifi hand^J' 
This iofitrumeift of my preser^ttdrr 
would have beou plunged 'into lifs^^ 
heart.' • • • .: : r^^h I 

O, insapportable * remetebliaiiiiie^ f 
hide thee from ray view for* aJtime; - 
hide it from me that my heart w^a 




blndi'iMotighlteoKditolfliilte itiibbin^l 
o£ A btfotlier I a* fafatliM th Mt i u p wrn g 
ii& miaeffy ; : thw t grn Sc i r kg ia hrhtuedf f 
Hfe was: prolmbly unfcaoteiootrof inj^ 
d^igmfhut ^fnsmtlj^ Aiw huck. This 
interval i^yafi »$qffieteDt fia rtitcKirme to 
Kl|}»cdifi ^TbcL^imidMto^tfca iniquttj of 

upw ^y -apprebepsi^eii; For a momeiit 
I .^s8^ brentiilfisss w^ agot^< At tlHf' 
Hex i; mpmept I^ meorgnA diy strengtibi • 
m^ Ihr^w tlie knife : witb ' violence on 
the>A(|^r«i « ^ 

TJ># bquq4 <iweke my brotlier tf(m 
fauhrewrje. He guf&ed^ alteraiU^Jy at 
mil) and at t|ie ri^tiiqiipti . Wi thva nreive*' 
in(^t^«;qiiftll^ aofemo hesiQop^ and 
tooli i^A^iip. lie, placed the I4ade in 
different positions^ scrutinizing it ap* 
cut^]lf^\J^^4'.m9LivAMaAng^ at the same 
t^inei,^ pxofa«i«i^..siIeiKe. 

^J^g»p he Uff^ed ftt loej l^uiall that 
vehemence and loftiness of spirit Mrhich 

q2 
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had 80 lately cbaracterized his features 

were flown. Fallen muscles^ a forfB« 

head contracted into folds^ eyes diin 

with unbidden drops, and a ruefulness 

of aspect which no words can describe, 

were now visible. 

His looks touched i^lo energy the 

S9.aie sympathies in me^ and I poured 

forth a flood of tears. This passio^ 

was quickly chec|ced by fear which 

had . no.w no longer my own^ but his 

safety for their object. I watched h^ 

deportment in isilence. At length he 
'■ \ , ' ••■'•4.* 

spoke; ' ., , 

*^ Sister/' i$aid he^ in ah i^ccpnt 
mournful and mildj ''I have acte^ 
poorly my part 4n this world., What 
thinkest thou ? Shall I not do better in 
the next?" 

I could make no answer. The 
mildness of his tone astonished and en-^ 
C(>uraged me. I continued to regard 
hiui with wistful and anxious looks. 
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'' I think/' resumed he, '^I will try* 
My wife and ray babes have gone 
before, Happy wretches ! I have sent 
jou to repose^ and ought not to linger 
behind." ' 

These words had a meaning suffi- 
ciently inieliigible. I looked at the 
open knife m his hand and shuddered, 
t)ut knew not how to prevent the deed 
which I dreaded. He quickly noticed 
iny fears, and comprehended them. 
Stretching towards me his hand, with 
an air of increasing mildness : '' Take 
it/* said h6 : *^fear ftot for thy own 
sake,^ nor for mine. The cup is gone 
hjy and its transient inebriation is suc- 
ceeded by the soberness of truth. 

*^ Thou angel whom I wa^ wont io 
worship ! fearest thou, my sister, for 
thy life ? Once it was the scope of my 
labours to destroy tbee, but I was 
prompted to the deed by heaven ; .sucb^ 
at least, was my belief. Tifiinkest thou 

g3 
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that tby death was' sought to gratify 
maI(^voIeaee ? No. 1 am ^ui^e from ail 
•tam. I believe tftat my Gt>d waa mj 

snover ! • 

''Neither thee- tfor^'inysdf have 'I 
tatrse to mjiire. - I hiifej-dbne^mjdtfty, 
and siirely there is Inerlt^ ia'htcvili^ 
^Vacrrficed to that all that i4 d^ar't<^ttle 
'Jhe^rtof man. If a deTii has' diecieirid 
me^ he came in the habtt of an* migA. 
If r erred, it ^as not my jndgmetiA 
that deceived mcj hut my sfeo^, ^ in 
thy sight being of beings ! ^im iHU 
pure: 8tiU will I h>^It fpi" my t^wwd 
in thy justice P' 

Didnay ears truly repdrtib^e ifomidt ? 
If I did not eit/ my 'brotheir was' «- 
9tore4 to just pereejitii^. H^'kVew 
biAiselftii ba^ve been Wtiayed to'^e 
9wrd^ of bus wife and children/ Ho 

liafe beott th^ yictiin of inferbid lud^*- 

•* * i "* 

Ike; yet be Ibiili4 consolatidiai'iD the 

4^ bis DMrtixea. He was i^ot 



devoid of, Bonrow, for this was vrritten 
OD fais tountenanire; but his soul M^as 
traoqiiil and ^iibliose^ <. 

Perhaps this was merely a transitipn 

of bis . foroaer piailness into A ^ new 

. fhape. Perfiapithe bad not yet. awaken- 

e4'1^:^be mf^mory^of^ the horrors whifh 

be bad., perpetrated. Infatii^ted v'^t^h 

that I was ! To set myself tip ^as^a 

model by which to judge of my heroic 

brotber ! My rea^son taught mo thp^i 

bis qonclu^Hons were NgM ; but cop- 

. Miouji qf tbe impoft^Bce o£ reason <>Ter 

' uj. awA 60fidu^t ;, const ioiis i^f my 

cowardly rashness s^ii^ ..m)^ .jeriminf^l 

poiijd be^teiac^ast anci^ wjibi;. • j , > 
^. , , Sufi^ W8^^^ my weakw^5&.: t^^t frtz^iw 
.isbejnHdji^ of. these iboifghtsi my rohid 
. glid^into abborrenqe of Car w^i^^ ,q.rid I 
.u^teri^d io . at low wie^^ ,0, Car^k'if^y 
Ca^wipi Wbf^t Ijast t}bo.ii to an^yyer 
.fori . i 

«4 
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My brdther immediately n&ticed tlve 
involuntary exclamation : '' Clara/' 
said he, '^ be thyself. Equity^ used to 
be a ilieme for thy eloquence. Reduce 
its lesions to practice, and be just td 
that unfortunate man. The instru- 

. ment has done its work, and I an) satisn 

• ■ • • 

lied. 

' •' " . • ' , 

'' I thank thee, my God^ for this last 
iliumiiiation ! My enen^y is thin^ also. 
I deemed him to be man, the man 
with whom I have often commuoed ; 
but now thy goodness has unveiled tu. 
me. his true nature. As the performej^ 
by thy behes^s^ he. is my friend." 

My Ijeart began now to misgive me. 
His mournful aspect had gradual)^ 
yielded place to a serene brow. A 
new soul appeared to actuate his frapi^, 
and his eyes to beam with preternatural, 
lustre. These symptoms did not abate, 
and be continued : 

^' Clara ! I must not leave thee in 
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doubt. 1 know not what brought about 
tby interview with the being whom thou 
callest Car win. ' For a t me^ I was 
guilty of thy error^ and deduced froin 
his incoherent confessions that I hafl 
been made the victim of i:uman malice. 
He left us at my biddings and I put up^ 
a prayer that my doubts should be re- 
me^ved. Thy eyes were shut, and tl^ 
ears sealed to the vision that answered 
my prayer. 

^'t Was indeed deceived. The form 
thou hast seen was the incarnation of a 
dJaeiiion. The visage and voice ^which 
urged me to the sacrifice of niy family 
were his. Now he personates a humafi 
form: then he was environed with the 
lustre of Heaven. — 

''*^ Clara/' he continued^ advancing 
closer to me, '^thy death must come. * 
This minister is evH^ but I^e from 
whom bis commission was received is' 

g5 



«d jroiigiiartioD teua 'dibciea 4iittl i»BMt 
W reversed or TdttatbGLV- Mtrk :itbe 
ifdocfci . Tikv^ i omtilniaf^ miloi;i^d io 
<k8^i in mthick tko call up! th yi Idrtitiide, 
*9»dipte{Hurerihee for .iSiy doom.*^' Thete 

' Ehirn nofVB^ ^lieii itUi sceoe: Mints 
Mfaf iamemiyrj^ nrlien Ufy and ali its 
^oetioiks^ bave sunk into, iatj^, my 
puls^ throbs^ and my iiaUrs uprisecHiy 
Vrows lire kmt, as then; AuAl^ffne 
mom4i mfiL. ia 4iilraetb& ^ iRtJi im* 
09qiieeabiy aveiw la deatlLfr ij^ 
4mtb» inatiaiaeat ^aad £alL of zig'^ ^ 
tliat wfaicbi^ waa 4bftatenedy ^vnuKise- 
tiding. Tbk ivois sot tfaci or%.or chief 
inspirer of my fears. 

S^r kaw, jBiw &r m^iftelf, waS my 
•qml t9rm^iit64. I miglit di^/ and^ ^no 
cr^fio^^ fturpaasing tibe reacb^ cifi'fls^nQy, 
mijiMiHumie »e to} A^ ywsmiio o€ my 



J[ii%e ; but iBj nsMUsim wottM suntve 
.to ooaleiaplata'liiavdeed> aod/tlifti &9- 

Wiogf to^bwroiftbajoiid his^Hadk 

. Ibad nQt\ . f irtiiuld (BI^ whisbw^itk «i 

tbfiiiglrt. . . Th^fdoor wuHO|iim»>b|!i my 

murdcref was iaterposed b^tinrioeB tbftt 

;capid)le« The pfarenzj 'tbat Ifl^tljr 
vproBtptfid me if) blood wu gotie ; iiiy 
estate H4t iiffi|ieratet my wmae W4s 
^is^ciasdble. : ^ :. - ' i 

c.Tba J6¥ei§^t of >tbefte aecusmlalid 
? tbougbt^ could not . be biipiie. My 

Aigfhdil^cameeoDfiMed; ii»y4riaiba w«pe 

sc^wd with coovulfiQa ; I lapoke/ UUt 
' mjfjVfotis wece; htrlf •Ibsmed :-^ r 

'' Spare me^ my brotii«ri Look doWn« 
/riglrteous Judge i 'Snatcb iftefrom this 

fete'k take aw^jtbis fui^. &«ia bim» 

or tiif a it eisevhece; ! '' 

SiiclLWB&t^ei^AgODy of 4Byi|^us^b(»j^ 

tbat I noticed not steps entering my 



apartment. Supplicating €jeB vftre* 
cast upM^ard> but when my prajar was - 
breathed^ I once more viUVy gAced '. at^ 
the door. A forvi i«wt Bay sigkft: I 
shuddered as if the God wboia I ioh- - 
▼eked ^yre present. It was Carwm 
tbaft again intruded^' Kod ^bo stodd* 
before ine> erect io attitudei ftod sted- 
fast in look ! 

The sight of bi«i awakened new and" 
rapid thoughts. His Recent tale was • 
remembered ; bis magical triuisitic^Bs? • 
and raysterioiis energy of voice: t/. 
Whether be. were infernal or miracH-^"' 
lous^or hum;ui^ there was no power, j 
and no need to decide. ^ Whether tfac^* 
contriver or not of this spell, he war* ' 
able io unbind it, and tosctieick: the i^'^ 
fdfy of my brother. He had aStrfbcd' i 
to himself intentions 'not jjiaMgnant* 
Here now was afforded a test of hir' 
truth. Let bim interposei as from 
above; jrevoke the sayage deereer ' 



ivlwcb' the maaness *bf Wieland has 
assigaell 'te"!ieatefn/ and extlhgui^ed 
forever this pasdWtf fdf blood ! ^^ * 

a veiitie to safety/ Thfe Vecomiirerid^- 
tioDS it {io9ge9sed tht-onged as'lf wfere " 
togbth^r^ aa* nlade b\it one ihipr^s^otf ^ 
oh my iotollect. Remotie effects' ahd^ 
collateral daggers I saw not. PerhkpS ' 
the pau S6 of An instant had « uflf ced'to calf 
thcHT^iip; The iniprohabiKly that the 
inflBefvce-vti^fakU governed^WielatidAVas 
exteraai or hum^n ;• the tendency of 
iliis stratagem to sanction so^ fatal an 
error^ or substrtute a niore deWttJctivef 
rage fti piaee of tlWs ; thfe strflSrciehcy 
of Carwinfi rtieiie muscular forces ta 
eouotefafct tibe efifdrtsf^ and res^ain the 
fury of Wi^lttrid/. might, at a secondf 
ghmce, ;h4uie'lledrr'dij!'e<>Yered ;♦ birf n& 
seco«<f ghince\v«8 aPl'owed, " My fitst 
thou^it Inwrried rrie* to action, and; 
fixing fifty eyes irpori Carwiti, I ex-' 
claimed- — 
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'^ O wretch ! ooce mote b(Mfe tli^a 

. cone ? Let it be to Altjui^tby malifia; 

to counterwork tibis h^liah sttfttai^^m ; 

: to turn fwm tne a«id ^mi my brother 

tfaiadi^oUtiiig jrage ! 

*' Testify thy innoceace Of tty^^r*- 
jtiOffse: exert the powers wUi^b'POtlaia. 
to tboe^ whattfT^r tl^y beVto turn aside 
his rutii* Thoii art tho author of 
these horrors ! What have I doao t^ 
^^aerVe tiius to die ? How haw I 
merited . this vnreloiitiog ipefftfolitioR if 
I adjure thees, by that God whole 
iroice thou hast dared to coostorffil^ 
tosavejtojlilei. 

'rWiat thou tfasB go? isaio Bm, 

nuccourless ! " , >i^*: 

Carwia listvued to^ mp > iolire^ies 
iiiUQO?ed> add taf nod frwa taat^ itte 
qeomed to hesitate a. oMUiefit : ^ <fliea 
glided through tiio doory Ra^ejaod 
despair ^ti^Sed my uttc^ranee* ' Thft>iti* 
tervaiof respite was.}Missed:;tho f^^^ 
rcserYcd for me by Wieland were not 



la bd eoditsed; my tfaougfats riiabed 
mgiiifi into aMrcby. Having r^ceimd 
fll€ knife from b« biiid^ I heid it hKNM* 
ly and 'Tntli^iit re^Md ; but now it 
Mtzed i^in my atteatjoo^ ttlid Igmsped 
it'witt force. 

' Me9^emeA to iicf(ic6< not tiM enfoavei 
or exit of Carvn«. Mygestcirc aod 
Ibe Murderoiis weafpon appeared to 
bate esciped bia notice. Uia siiemte 
wa» unbroken; his cye^ £xed atpte 

the 4K>lo<!dB 4br« tknes' was now witk^ 
dMwn ;: fiirji^ UtuUnd in ever £o|dbiire ; 
ail' lliat^was Intman: m lua facegATo 
waj to an expression suparnratural and 
tHNHMdmis. jfeitmy.jeft ann:witbia 
his grasp.— *• 

£irc$ii> now I hesitated to strike. I 
sliru&k front his assault^ but in vaini*-— 

Here let we- desist. Why should I 

.rescue this event from oblivion ? Why 

should I paint this detestable conflict.^ 

Why not tetnunate at once this series of 
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horrors? — Hurry to the verge of tbef 
precipice^ and cast, myjself for ever 
beyond remembrance and beyond hope? 

Still I live : with this load upon my 
breast;^ with this panth 019 ^p pufsue 
n^y steps; with adders lodged in Qiy 
bosomj and stinging me to ma^n^ss;^ 
still I consent to live! 

Yes^ I will rise above the sphere oC . 
mortal passions : I will spurn at the. 
cowardly remorse that bids me seek ^ 
impunity. in silen(v&^ or comfort ill tgr- ' 
getfulness. My nerves pha|l l]|e>newr 
strung to the, task. Have I not ret^pW-vr 
ed } I will die. The gulf bc^foce me , 
is inevitable andjuear. I will. die. but 
then only when my tale is at \v^ en^..q^ 



' •! . '.ju'j 
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CHAP. VI. 
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Mr fi^lit hand^ grasping tbe unseed ' 

* , ^ * 

knife^ wa* still disengaged. It was 
lifted to strike. AH my strength wu 
exhausted^ but what was sufficient to 
the performance of this deed . Already 
ivasthe energy awakened/ and the im- 
pulse givenj' that should bear the fatal 
steetto his hearty when— ^Wielahd 
shrunk back : his hand was withdrawn* 
Breathless with affright and despera- 
tion^ t stood^\ freed from his grasp/ 
uiisCssailed^ untouched. 

Thiis long had the power .which 
controled the scene forborne to inter* 
fere ; but now his might was irresist* 
ible^ and Wieland in a moment was 
disarmed of all his purposes. A voice^ 
louder than human organs could pro* 
duce, shriller than language can de« 



pict, burst from the ceiljog^ and com'* 
roanded bim-r-(o hjQld! 

Trouble ao<i dtsmar succeeded tp 
the stedfastpess that had lately been 
diisplayed in the looks of Wieland. 
Hiji eyes roYi^d from ooe j^oarter to 
apotber^ with* an expression; of doubt, 
lie seemed to wait for a further ioti- 
matioD. 

Carwin's agency was here easily re- 
cogoixed* I bad brought himjtoia^ 
terpose in mjr defence. He bad fiowo. 
I bad imagined him. deaf Voxf^^^%^f 
«ed resol^utQ to fee pe pfrisb,;i.|^ Im 
disappefi red mereij! to Revise aad tx/nr 
cute tj(ie meajaa of mjr relief. 

Why did he not forbear when tbia 
cod was acccHnplished ? Why did his 
misjudging zeal and accursed precipi* 
tation overpass that limit ? Or Bieaot 
he thus to crown the scene^ and C(^ 
duct his iascrutabte plots to this coa^ 
sommatian ? 

Such ideas were the fruit of subse- 



quenf (ccmtetnpktioot This mome£4 
was :pregoai>t ^h fate, i hud bo 
^wer to redifiM. In the career of say 
iempi^tuous t]ioiights^ rent ioio p^iecea 
as tny mind was bj acctioiulitiiog her- 
Xoxi, O^twia ^8 imsec^ aad uusus- 
peeted. 'I partook of Wietand's ere* 
dulily, sbook Mritfa his amu^tatni, and 
panted with bia awe« 

Silence took place for a oioment^ so 
tDJu6b as alWwed the attention to ire- 
koVefr Ws piiit. Then hew sounds were 
iiitt^f'ed^oiyt aboVe. - - 
':' ^' Ala# df efroril cease to ^citerafc 
^1% delusion: not beavai oir keil, but 
fby senses hai^e nH^kd f bee f o ^^oinmit 
l&£ae ac(k. ' Sbiitce otfthypiirensy^ and 
"asci^M iriio ratiDnal and fauman* Be 
lonatio t^o iohger.'^ 

My brother opened his lips to speak. 
His tone was t^irrifrc and faint." He 
muttered an kppeal to heaven. It waa 
difficult to comprehend tlie themis of 
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his inquiries. They implied doubt as 
to the nature of this impulse that hi- 
therto had guided Bim/s^nd questioned 
ivhether he had acted in consequence 
of insape perceptions. ' 
- To AXiObt interrogatories the voice, 
which now seemed- to hover at hi» 
shoulder, loiidiy answered in the af^ 
firmative. Then uninterrupted silence 
ensued. 

Fallen iVom his lofty and heroic st^- 
tion; now finally restored to the per- 
ception of. truth ; weighed to earth by, 
the recollection of his own deedsj; con- 
soled na longer by a consetousness of 
rectitude, for the loss of offspring and 
wife— a loss for which'he Was indebted 
to his owii misguided h^nd-»-Wieland 
was transformed at once into tlie mofi 
of sorrows ! 

He reflected not that credit should 
be as jreasonably denied to the last as 
to any former intimation ; that one 
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inight as justly be ascribed to erring 
or diseased senses as the other. He 
saw not that this discovery in no de- 
gree affected the integrity of his con- 
dluct; that his motives had lost none 
of their claims to the homage of man- 
kind; that the preference of supreoie* 
good^ and the boundless energy of 
dutv, were undiminished in his bosom. 
It is not for me to pursue him through 
the ghastly changes of his countenance. 
Words he had none. Now he sat upoii 
the floor, motionless in all bis limbs, 
with his eyes glazed and fixed — a mo- 
nument of woe. 

. Anon a spirit of tempestuous but 
undestgning activity seized him. He 
rose frojp his p^^ce and strode across 
t1iefloor,\ tottering and at random. 
His eyes were without moisture, and 
gleamed with the fire that consumed 
his vitals. The muscles, of his face 
were agitated by convulsion. His lips 
moved^ but no sound escaped him. 
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That qatute :8bQuld lM)g.$uiyimiti tiii& 
conflict was not to l>e .beli^x^^r ^J^ 
gtajbe wa$ little differeatfrom tbat^^^ 
ny brother. I entered, as it ^v«rr^. 
hAo bi« thoughts, Mj heart Mra^ in^* 
sited and rent by bis pafigs-rrOb ip^t: 
ihy^ phren^y bad nev^r been .eunaid l^ 
tbat thy madoess, with its bliissfuiff%o 
wm9, WQMld return ! or^. if that mis%r 
not be^ that. thy scene would ha^eiir^if 
a, closed that death wauld corrertbue^ 
mth his oblivion ! ,>,.-.,„ 

.What can I wish foit t,bi^»?r.uThiWbl 
wJho^ hast yied with the ig;reat ^#^e^i(^ 
of thy faith in sanctity of motiv.^^^aa^^ 
in ^lev^tion above sensual- and piii^Bk ^,t 
Thou whom thy. fate has^ ^^b^Agfi^^ifitqf j 
paricide and savage! Can I ii^^iff 

the coii^tinuance of tby hei^g? ,Ni?f oH 
{"or a time his niovement^s^m^R 
destitute of purpose. If 4ia Wfil)^i^;j3 
if be turned; iC bi^^ fingers . wisce .enr) j 
tvtined with each othpjr ; ii hisk^bafids* i 
were pressed against opposite sidea.pf i 



b&BeadwitT>d force sufficietit to cfiish 
it Into piec^es ; it S^as to tear His mind 
fj^om sfelf-coiiteiit[Jlation;'to \va5te his 
tkougbts on- ex.ternsil* objects. 

Speedily this itkin was' broken. A" 
beiEuai appeared* to be darted hit6 bis 
miifd^ wbich gave a purpose to bis"^ 
ef^rts. ' An aveiiue to escape presented^ 
itsrtf ; knd now He eagerly gazed about 
biih : wben my tbdugbts became en- 
gAgcdby bis demeanor; my fingers' 
were stretcbed as by a niechatiical' 
fofW^/ and^ibe knife, no Fongcr faeeded 
of ^'\3ie, escaped from my grasp, and 
feU unperceiveid 6a the floor, ttis eye 
now lighted upon it; he seized it with 
tb«j i[}irickk>ess of thought. 

^I'shVieked ftlood^ but it wks too late. 
He pl^fagetd >ii lb tlie hilt in his neck ; 
aotf bis life itMkixilj escaped with the 
streatn that gushed ff&m the v^^ound. 
He was stretched 'at my feet; and my 
baAds were sprinkled witK bis blood as 
befell: - 
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Such was thy last deed^ my brc^the^r ! 
For a spectacle like this was it my C^te 
to be reserved ! Thy eyes were closed-— 
thy face ghastly with death — thy arips, 
and the spot where thou Hedst, floated 
in thy life's blood ! These images have 
not for a moment forsaken me. Till I 
am' breathless and cold^ they must cojn- 
tinue to hover in my sight. 

Carwin^ as I said^ had left the room^ 
but he still lingered in the house. My 
voice summoned him to my ^id ; biit I 
scarcely noticed his re-enlrance, and 
now faintly recollect his terrified tooks^ . 
his broken exclamations^ Ins vehement 
avowals of innocence, the eftusions of 
his pity for . me/ and his offers of as- 
sistance, 

I did not listeri — I answered him pot 
— ^^I ceased to upbraid or abcuse.' ' tiis 
guilt was a point to which 1 was in- 
different. . Ruffian or devils black as 
hell or bright as angels, thenceforth 
he wa's nothing to me. 1 was incapaole 
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of ftparing a look or a thought from 
the ruin that was spread at mv feet. 

When he left me I was scarcely 
conscious of any variation hi the scene. 
He informed the inhabitant^ of the but 
o^ whkt had passed^ and they flew to 
the *pot. Careless of bis own safety^ 
he hasicnod to the citv to inform my 
friends of my condition. 

My uncle sperdily arrived at the 
bouse. The body of Wiellind was re- 
moved from my presence, and they 
supposed that I would follow it; but 
no, niv home is ascertained:, here I 
have taken up my rest, swid never will 
I go hence, till, like Wicland, I am 
borne to my grave. 

Importunity was tried in vain : tliey 
threatened to remove me by violence- 
nay, violence, was used; but my soul 
prizes too dearly" this little roof to en- 
dure to be bereaved of it. Force 
should not prevail when the hoary iocks 

VOL III. H 
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mod nippliestnig teats of nj mcle were 
ineffectual. My repngoanee to move 
gMebirth to ferocioasness and yhreazj 
ijrben force. was employed^ and Aoy 
were obliged to consent to my retum. 

Hi^ besdogbt me-^tfaey remoii- 
ft(tated«^tbey appealed to every deMy 
that connected me witb him that made 
Hte and witb my fellow- men — in vaid< 
While I live I will not go bene^< 
Have I not falfiiled my destiny ? i^ 

Why will ye torment me witb your 
reanmii^s and reproofs? Caa ye re- 
store to me liie hope of my better daya? 
Can ye give me back Catharine and 
her babet? Can ye recal to life him 
who died at my feet ? . « nur. 

I will eat*— I will drrnJk-^iiwdli Ua 
down and.rise up at yaur biddiitg-^«II 
I ask n the choice of my abode/ What 
is thii^ unreasonable in t& is demand } 
Shortly will I be at peace. This isthe 
spot which I bate chosen ia whiob:<b 



ht»mih^my\m%%igh. Deny me iiot» I 

: ^ T^alk «o| 4a me, ^y re vcff^ f rieni t 
qC. Car win. . Hfs )»«# toM thee bit taile^ 
aiid>tb<Hi^xciiJpate9i bim from alldi*^ 
v^ct f^enoero in 4he £iie of Wieland. 
T4mjS spen^ of hajock was pfodufed. bj^ 
a^Q iUiisiOB of the rentes. Be it m: I 
c#^e; not from wlmt source Ibeae .dk»* 
Mi»r^ have flowed ; it suffices that <h^y ^ 
bave swallowed up our hopes and ^ur 
•Jirstenoe* 

. Whaihis agency begaQ« bisi^eney 
conducted to a close. He intended^ 
by the final effort of his power^ to 
rescue me and to banish hi$ illusions 
from my brother. Sucb is his tale^ 
%dncem'\^g ihe jlruib of which I care 
ri«it. vUettcefortb I foster but one wish 
*r-I iisk only quick deliverance from 
life and all (he ills that attend it. 

Go, wretch ! torment me not with 
tby presence and tby prayers. — Forgive 

. h2 • 
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tbee ? Will that avail thee when thy 

fateful hour $baU air^v^? Be thou ac*- 

quitted at thy own tribunal and thou 

'flae^tfat twt. IkiKiF the vj^dn^t^^^. Pjh^f^. 

If thy gkiHt 4i6^ ca^Ue^^of blacker 

buesj if hitherto thy conscience be 

.wibpijA stjiiifi thj cimti will \^^ fpade 

:; jtt^re 9^gi:aDi bj^ thw violating 9^7/^* 

; tfMt. Talca thyself ,a»?ayyfro^ ^my 

.aiftlit if tbiou woulidestiiot behold ,)Py - 

. d«»«l!-,.. ,. . • / ; ..,;,,.;, |.^ 

Tbftlt. ?rt gmw '. [mti rro liji n g^^jpjlf ^c - 
—my work is done" , . ^, .; ,f ^. 

■'■■'-' ^ . . . ,:. ^;. v/- i- .:;nu ^ 
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* '^^ 1 liiAGiiitii ihal I had fop 4Jw4aid 

kistide tfie p^n ; and ^^i I dld^lditeike 

^ Wp my abodeio this pari of the World 

^'iva^ of all events tbe lea^t ^(ife^^. 

Mj destiny I believed to be aec^ai* 

^plii/lit2ct;''4'nd' I loo¥^ fdr^Urd to a 

- si^SS%'^e^rtflhafidh 6f my fife ^m*U 

fullest confidence. * *^ *^ ' 

Surely. I bad reason to be weary of 
existence, to be impatient of every tie 
wbicb held me from the grave. I ex** 
perienced this impatience in its fullest 
exlent. I was not only enamoured of 
death/ but conceived, from the condi- 
tion of my frame, that to shun it was 
impofidble, even though. I had ardently 

h3 



150 WIELAHI). 

desired it; jet here am I^ a thousand 
leagues from my native soil/ ib full 
possession of life and of health, and 
uol destitute of happiness. 

Such is man. ' Itrae will obliterate 
the deepest impressions. Grief the 
most vehement and hopeless v^iU gra* 
dually decay and wear itself oBt. Ar- 
guments may he employed in vain 1 
every moral prescription may b6 ihef^ 
iectually tried : remonstrances^ how^ 
ever cogent or pathetic, ihaTl have n6 
power oyer the attention/ or shall "6 « 
repelled with disdain *; ' yet/ as day fol- 
lows day/ the turbulence of pur eiii(>-* 
fions shall* 'subside/ and ourffiictua- 
tions be finally succeeded by a caiitaJ* ' 

Perhaps, liowever, the conqui»t of 
despair Was chiefly ov?ipg to an'aicci- 
dent which rendered my 'contibbfi^nce 
in my own house impossible/ At the 
conclusion of my long, ani3, si^ i {hen 
supposed^ my last letter to you/I men* 
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iioned mj resolution to Mrait.for death 
in the, very spot which had been the 
principal scene of my misfartunes. 
From thjs resolution tpy friends ex« 
erted themselves with the utmost zeal 
and perseverance to make me depart. 
They justlj imagined' that to be thus 
surrounded by memorials of the, fate 
of my family^ would tend to foster my 
disease. A swift succession of new olb- 
jectSj and the exclusion 6f eyer^ ^^^^ 
calculated to remind me of tnj loss^ 
WM'th/e only method of cure. . 

I refused to listen to, their exborta* 
iionsl Great as my calamity was, i^ 
hfi torn from this asyluqi W9^ ir^garded 
by me as an aggravation, o^.it. ^ By a 
peryerse cbnstitution of mindj jde.vvas 
considered as my greatest enemy who 
sought to withdraw me from a sfceife 
wliicb suppUea eternal foQ^ to ihj me* 
Hm:hply, ^nd kept my ^espair^ from 
langujishing. 

■ 4 
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In relating tbe history of these dis^ 
asters^ I derived a' similar species of 
gratffieaiibn. My xIjuqU earnestly dis- 
suade tne from fb4s tnA \ hut his re^' 
niMst ranees ^efe * iar frii iileds on this 
h(?ad as thtr had been oil others; They 
^vtrrild have ivifhheld frbni rticthe iuii^ 
pkiWetits of Wf llitfg ; but tlii^j' iqdickVj'" 
pe^eived tlikt icf ^Uhsland V^o^M l/^" 
m^e* iitjiiritnis than to (otnpljrwitik'' 
mj wishes. Having'^ finished ' m^' i(a)6j^' 
it^sbertie^'as if 'the sbehe Wer6 cldsidff. 
A'ftm lurked 10^ rifyvfeitfs/ife^i Wf 

8ti!etigt^^it8'^oQ«:' m^kek\oh%^':^ 

^^ slfgb^i^ ^Ss ^art^de^ ;j^1tfi'dfMV'' 
cuU'j, ah«, Irt'fehgti, 'liefijsedtb fis'd^' 

•1 now set! 'ijie 'iftfktuiiti6ii tifid^*fti- '' 
tice 6f Ay c6iidu{it in its itti^ii Wili'il''; 
I reifcct «pt)n the iensMloi^'ahtf'i'ea.^^* 
sonings of that period with''^<i(id^r''^ 
and'liuWiliaition. That tih-o^ta h/idV 
seniihle f6 the claims ' M ftvt^i'W't^f ^^ 
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t » 

fi5^i*j3;.,thaijt I &boulil OTjerlopk the 

PQS<, ill wh^b,j»j|:}li)v.t'rcauW bp,,ii^sti:u- , 
mepiaV to ^^ , ji>f^«^t ^f^i .ptJvejcs ; thft^ . 

afFjeqtiftfip,, .JJ)e.conte(ii3|)|iftvpa.p£ nftu,r« . 

st^J >YiyYm pj ceacb, is^ at f})i9 ^iq[\^;. 

9e%;rc(fljr credible. ., i. v 7.. 

It jsi , Irjuft that I «9 mwv. ^IfM^e^^ij , 

bq^t i b^ye ja0*,tbe cQcsqlaAion .to. »-;. 

fortitude pif t«r wy^cajjia^ityCw iii.,j 
strufttkiiit. .Better tti()u^h|t« ^rew up 
^ mj mi&d imperceptibly,. ...i jcanoot 

ficki^* of „^«piper, wjd. a. defect- ejT . 

^ftjfjB .19^, q^sfa(iv« was esjded I box- 
toQk i^^^U[ to nij b^, vQ ^he fall Ytor. 
lief that my caceer ia tbi» world wm 
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on tbe point of finishing, My mcle 
took up hia abod^. witib me, and per^ 
formed for me e;ei|y oiKcf of ;aur3e» 
pbj'siciw^ and frieo4< - : 

On^. nigbt, afltc^^sTpme boura of nci^r 
lessacss and pain^ I sunk intjO- deep 
sleep. I]ls tranquiUitjr^ how^ver^, . vras 
of no long duration* Mjr fancy be^ 
cavne suddenly distempered^ and ra^ 
brain was turned into a theatre, of upf 
roar- and confusioo. ' Jt woul^ 'not b^ 
easy tpi describe tbe wil(|i,^d;.p^f)p«- 
tastical incon^ix^it]^ th^ pA4f^red n(^v 
My unclf^ i^V^ieland;, i^leyel, and .Qar-? 
win^ were , sucipessiy ely .and . ^omentljr 
discerned amidst the- storm. . SomeT 

times I was. 9wallowed>^g.)bj Mfb^rlr 
pools^ or, caught up in the air by M^" 
seen and gigaotiq fo^n^ty o^nd tbrourn 
upon pointed rocks, or cast among 4^ 
billows. Sometimes gleaip^. of .ligj^t 
were shot into a dark aby;Bs>,ou,tli0 
y^rge of which J \^aks standing,, anjd 
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enabled me to discover^ for a moment^ 
its enonnoas depth and hideous pre- 
cipices. Ation^ 1 was transported " to 
some ridge of iEtha^ and made a ter^ 
rified spectator of its fiery torrents and 
its pillar^ of sttioke. " 

However strange it may seem, I' was 
conscious^ even during my dreatn", of 
my real situation. I knew myself to 
be asleep/ and struggled to brealk the 
5*pell by muscular exertions. These 
did not aitail^ aind I continued to su^t 
th^sd^^ abortive creations till a loud 
voice af' my bed-side, and 'some one 
taking the with violence/ put an end 
to my reverie. My eyes were ijinsealed, 
atid r sifart^d from my pillow. 

']Viy*chaftiber wad filled with smoke^ 
whi^cfa^ though nl some degree lumi- 
lioiis; would permit me to see nothing; 
and by Svhich twas nearly suffocated: 
The craeklitig of flaihes, and the deaf- 
ening ehmoiir of Voites without^ biirst 
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pable^ indeed, of compi^eodieg^' nqt*' 

I ;Wfi» leaugiii. up in. imimtaoiiby »/ 
piJAftof iHHenKy Arim, bosii^tevtlie v^noHii 
dra^ . and carried 4oum ^\ kbddcr Wltidi ^ 
had beeo placed therc^^^M.^i t»B«leO 
stood at tkeibotloia'aiidi'vteaiitfediiiile. 
I-WM.'iiot ftinyaMPare' 06 ippastilaltbils 
tiU I ibiifidrm^f i^eltefttd toilie Sbitp 

. 9y ii«glQi^o^')llm sf$rV9nt>siin9e UDK}: 
^(^inguis^ ,^|ii:b<r3^1iAdal»l«io|riaadC 
ioi> li^rrel iQ/t)l6i^l|ti^.K>fjd^Jlitildfiri 
ii«> ; '^e^bar^.^ad^t'l^ ;aihtBi 
vvM)CQinpfHiBi6i4^44(blhe' Jteaai9/of tbo? 

part;(^f tto ^^uolttc^;) II «t«l AMftSBt^ 
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wtio huateribd toi the j^ot amd sdiriMdi 
my imclb arid ^e^seifvaiitt;' ' Thj^OflMnM' 
fa^i already m«A^ 00tiside#a^ pird^^ 
guess, 'rafidulh)f>^ cotHUfkm ^^fvks^^i 
letdced titi' ^; 

Mj daoger being kaown> and i^imi^ 
dcr x|iiick}jniprociiPed, oMioi^fhe'^^e^ 
tatora a^ceddedoto my chautiber; aHfd 
efected myuklivefBDOe ia Ibe 'maoiYM 
befMe rolMed. -> i ..i.^ .-■ fq ♦'.|'Mi ' -)vj;.' 

•iTfabiinoidcnt^idiBastroilsf M it taay 
at ffiffii juaemii bad;^*; in^ ixeeSHiy, ^ ^a^ teeoe^i 

in sonH^-ddgirad vditfted' IWtfi'^fil*' ^tu^- 

'th^i^tiKtohtimf9i^ of 

m^itbbdght/Afiii dr^tii/ My habi^ 
ta(ddn;t»Mk)le)^fed>vtri{^'«lte grouild^ 
aatt l'Wa» aftli^d>4>^i^0ek^*a«fi6W *9fae. 
Jb^^ppw t^liio; a4> iatigte^ cUiconaMl^d 
wAHhA fifela «r ray fitimtyy ibrced 44^ 
self 4ta;liif MtMlMiiJ aMi n betiiif ia« 
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seodblj sprang vif, that fhmqmlTttjr/ 
if mrt happiness^ ^^w^^ HUl Vitfiiii my 
reath. - ' NotwitliHatiiftiiig the Shocks 
wHielr my fraibti faad'endiired, the an- 
ghMi of my Aoaglrts^ no sooner abated 
than 'I Tccovefed'my health. 

I now wilKfiffly likened to my un- 
cle's solicitations io be the coinpanibn 
of his vof^age. Preparations Were ca- 
nly ma'de^ and after a tedious passa^e^ 
we set bur feet on the shore of the'an- 
cielit world, ^he membry of the^i^t 
did not forsake me; but the fndVto* 
cAoly whith it generated^ and the teairi"^ 
with which it filled my eyes, were hot 
unprofltabtei My curiosity Was re- 
vived, and! contemplated with tfrdout^ 
the spectacle of ii\ihg manners an(i%^e 
monuments of past ages. 

' In propbrtion as my heart Was re-.' 
instated in the pOsseission of its ancient 
tranquillity, the sentiment which I had 
cherished with regard to f^leyel fe- 
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turned* > In^a. short time he wasuoited 
to the Saxon T¥oniaD> and made his r&^ 
sidctoce in the neighbourhood of Bpiton. 
I was glad tW. <icciimstaftces woul(i 
aot permit an interview to take place 
between us. I could not desire : their. 
mis.er^ ; but I reaped no pleasure from 
reflecting .on i their happiness. Tim9^ 
and the exertions of my fortitude^ 
cured me, in some degree, of.tbia. 
folly. . I continK<^(| to love him, hut 
^li Pjas^iQP was, disgiiiped te myself). 
I cQpsiderad it iperely.a»a uvoiretendev. 
8pe<:ies j^f tfrjbend^bip^.a^d, cherished .it. 
i^ithout. compunction. • . . « \ . . 

Through i . tn J .unck'S e^ef^tiont a 
naeeting y^i^ (brpugfat . about between. 
Car. win and JP^eyeij ai)4 eTipla^ationa^ 
took place which j^stpred m0 at onco, 
to the gqod^opiqion of the. ki^tor. 
Though separated so widely, our cof- 
respoodenc^ was puncjtual .aad frt* 
quent, and paved, the yra;)^ £cur that^ 
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union i^hicl^ can onl^ eiid _ \^ith ^ ttre , 
deaith of one of us. ,/ -. 

In my letters to blgi |^made no se<ye^ 
of m V Ibrmer sentiments. ThW \vas a 
theme op. which 1 could talk M^ithout . 
painful, though not without delicate 
eniotioiis. ' Tiiat know ledjer^ 'which I 
ahbuTd ' never have imparted io a, lover. ^ 
I tt\i tittle sf:ruptetdconmiUHiGatetp*a| 
frrend. 

. A jear and » half elajw^ ^wnett j' 
Tbetesa \vas ~ shaipli^ ¥i;om )uin ,jbj , 

the fiwt pleage-ef jt^r PPi^«|,|>fff?mB 
tion. Tlii^:eyeDt Was Wne>;^;^^^^^ 
with his Gu^omarV fortitude. It i|b- 
duced hiro, howver,to oiyl^^a j;]^ 
ialm plans. He disposed, af_^i8.^^p-^^ 
pertjr in Anjiertca, and joined, injj jii^^j^g ^^ 
and nie, who had termifiated th^ VMb.^) 
deringsof £jro jears at Moptgpl|eTfc',, 
which will Ibencefoirth. I.believfB^ be 9^c ,. 
wsraaaneat abode* 
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If Yoq reflect upon that entire con- 
iidence which liaa subsisted from our 
infancy between, Plevcl and myselC; 
oil tile passjipii that I had contracted,, 
and wliich was merety>ino{here(3[ lOr a . 
time; and oh' the "esteem which, was 
mutual/ you will not^ perhus, be sijr^ 
prised that tnfe renovation of our ioter* : ^ , 
course stiiould give birth to tliat .ivi|0^, ^ 
wl^icb at present subsistsf. When the 
period had elapsed necessary to weaken 
th6' remembrance of Tneresa, to Mrhoia , 
he'^-laatieen bound' by iie^ ipoire of 
honour tmtn of loye>, he tendered hu , . 
' afiectioiis io ' inc. ' J need Vot add thai [ 
th^tt^Vider v^as^ eagerly accepted/ , 

Perhaps you are somewhat mterested . 
iniM^ate'o¥*^arwi^/ ^fie saw,. when' ' 
to6^iie,^'the* (danger 6^ imposture/" iSb* 
m^h^'iii^t^d'' wis fie by the citas- '' 
troAiie to wnjcn he was a witness, 
that'Tie1«ird aside all rej^rd to his owii.' 
safety. He sought my uncie^ apd con-:^ 
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fided to him the tale which he had 
lust related to me* He found a caore 

^ -•■*' ' «^' 

^^ « • - _ ^ 

impartial an4 indu|^nt auditor in Mr« 
Oaiiibridge^ who impijited to maniacal 
illusion 4he con4)^ct of* Wielaqd, 
though he coqceived the previous and 
unseen ageucy of Carwin to have ia* 
directly hut powerfully predijqjiosed to 
thiB 4j^{>lorable pen(erfion qf miod.^icy 
If, wai easj for Carwin to 9lu(|9 
th^ per8e(;utioQ8 of ; Ludloe, , It. yfin 
merdy requisite to hide himself in 
a. remote district^ of Peqasjlvaaia^ 
This^ when he parted from^ ^tj^, l^f , de^ 
ter^ined to do. He i%^ now prabi^bly- 
engaged in the harmless .puf saito of 
agriculture, and , m^ay cpme to^ tbi^k^ 
without insupportable remorse^ oa tbt 
evils to whic^ his fftalp ta\entf l^ava 
given birth, , The innoceiica ai^d nf^ 
fulness of his future life may^ in ^pm^ 
degr^e^ atone for the miseries 89 I9sh}y' 
or so thoughtlessly inflicted. 
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More, urgent considerations hindered 
ine from mentioning^ in the course of 
my former mournful recital^ any par* 
ticulars respecting the unfortunate 
father of Louisa Conway. That man 
surely was reserved to be a monument 
of capricious fortune. His southern 
journies bein^ finishedj he returned to 
Philadelphia. Before he reached the 
eity he left the highway, and alighted 
dtn^ brother's door. Contrary to h» 
e^^pectatioD, no one came forth 'to 
welcome 'himj or hail bis appcoadu 
He attempted to enter the bouse, bot 
bolted doors, barred windowt,. Ahd a 
silence broken only hy unanswei^d 

calls, shewed him that tlie Bdansion was 

•..lip - . . . . 

deserted. 

He proceeded thence to my habita- 
tion, which he found, tn like manner^ 
gloomy and tenantless. His surprise 
mliy be easily conceiTed. The rustics 
who occupied the hui told him an im- 
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pi^l&ctapd iorredible tale» 
to the citj^ an4: extorted froin JMr^ 
94jfptpiiua,faUd^€;|osfice Qf Jatejdis- 
Jtfc f^As mured ip ad?eMitjr> and re^ 
/soMced)^ aftst no 4eqg iimcv C^iipW ^he 
^iliqcib prpduiped bj ^» . di?a{^f q^n^- 
mm^ 4if hU dai;liiig schej^^^ . Ouriii^ 
teTjCQiirae did iLot twioiiiata iwith .his 
4ii|pariure from America. ^, We. have 
jince. mti ^ritb him in ^s^uf^tc^^^^ 
light haa al. lengtIi.beeq,tJ|^iDO]Qr|i,^a 
IheiBotjlyestwbicb oocaiuooed. Jtjbti^difi- 
afipearance of faja wife^ m thfi ^^V4^^ 
whici^ Xibriviefliy related to josi*' ^ 
I haw dwi^ll i^|foo ^ewfioufjpi 

their (Qpjugal^altacbmeiit^. a^d jpfi^* 
(ioned that 00 auapicion b^.^^r 
glacruied uppo her |Kirit}i. Tbi);^;^bAU£h 
the belief yr^$ lofig; cfaenshei]^ i^?fi^^ 
diacfl^eries haye jhe WB I0 bQ^i(esl||^- 
able» . )(iQ^ doulit h^, integritj:) HMH^M 
haiie ^uevif M, to tb^^.piQieiil mo^ij^tt 
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if ah eitraordinary fate had not beftfi 

' Major Stimit' Irad^' bceti ' ettpigt4, 
v^hile in Germany^ in a contort* '<if 
hdriotii -fclth jttf jtid^at-Cifeip of Hhe 
'Marquis ^f ferairtby. His adrvewary 
liad |)r'opagat'ed a. rummtr ii^uricm^ tb 
llis' (Character; A chailctigc^ was ^etift ; 

^al meeting ensued ; and Stnart woiia^ 
"ed'knd disarmiEid the calamniateir. T^e 

"bifenid'^as Satoned for, and his life 

' i^if{irfeti%y siiitable <5onceS9i6n&. ^ i * 
"^ *' B^ax w^i; that tvte hU nfime, 9hof ity 

'^tteri,^ m cotiseiquifeace of -sticceedhig to 
a rich inheritance/ soM l^iaf ^^>»»iflsion 

^ kritf reiurH^ id 'I^ndon. ^ tftf fortune 

--Wats ^|)^dify'au^efiteCJ^jt;«u opulent 

'^M^T^i^. ^^4Mm^ ^as ^3 sole <4ii- 

^^cdNf^tni^i^o tftiilniatlrib^^^ 
Iktfj^ 4!iatd-%eeiD swayed by it credulous 

' aflfectibn;^ The trtfe^ state of his heart 
Wa1s( <jiii<ifeF]f disedirered^ atiff a sepafa- 

^ iron, ^y-iHiilutl cM9eAt, took place. 
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The lady withdrew ta an estate .m «> 
distant countrjr^ add Mascwell coivtjjiur 
ed 4o consume hU Xii^a md foFti^ iM] 
the di^sipation.oCtlie oapital. . . ., ,^;7 
Maxwell^ though decett^l and soqt 
8ual, possessed great force of AHqdand 
specious acconi{>H9bments. . He. ^^ffi^^.. 
trived to mislead the generous, mindtof^ 
Stuart^ and to regaiathe'esteeut wbici|,T 
his mii&conduct^ for a time^^had Coj^^t^:^ 
ed. He was reconunended Jby-^vfejeiif 
husband to the coniStdente of\.^J^^/[ 
Stuart. Maswell was> stin^mliatfdwlito 
reyenge^ and hy a- lawless . pa^^^l 
to convert tbi« confidence into aj^iHiroei 
of guilt. . . , ,., 

The education and cap^^ity pi* tJ|4»i 
wpman, the w^rth of her hufi^rid/>t^'> 
pledge of their allianee .whl^b^t^p)^,! 
had produced^ her maturity i^,,&g^: 
and knowledge of the wor]d-^a.U com^ 
bined to render this aUemp't h^pelefe. 
Maxwell,- however, ,was not easjiy 



disMuraged. • The most perfect being, 
he believed, mtj it owe hh exemption 
from If ice to tlfe absence of temptation. 
The impulses K>f Jove are so subtile, 
and the- influence o# false reasoning, 
-when* enforced by eloquence arid pas- 
sion, s6' unbounded, that no human 
virtue is secure from degeneracy. All 
arts being tried, every temptation being 
suintttoned to his aid, dissiniulation 
being carried to its utmost bound, - 
MaxWelli at length, nearly accom- 
plished; his purpose.' The "lady's af- 
feGtii>ns ; were withdrawn from her 
husband and tranf^ferred to him. She 
could not, as yet, be reconciled to 
dishbnonir« ' ifkU* eSdrts id induce her to 
cte^e wi*h Mm were ineffectual. She 
permitted herself to love, and to avow 
her love ; but attliis limit ihestopped, 
and was immoveable. - • 

-Itesice tfai^ revolbtton in her sMti- 
ment^ was productive only of despair. 
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Her rectitude of priociple preseryed 
her from actual guilty but could not 
restore to ber her aiiciefit affectioio or 
gave her from being the prey of re- 

* morseful and impracticable vrieSiea. 
Her husband's absence produced a state 
of suspence. This, however, ap- 
proached to a period, and she received 
tidings of his intended return. Max- 
well» being likewise apprised of this 
event, and having made a last and 
unsuccessful eOfort to conquer ber re- 
luctance to accompany him in a journey 
to Italy, whitlier he pretended an in- 
vincible necessity of going, left her to 
pursue the measures which despair 
might suggest. At the same time she 
.received a letter from the wife of Max- 
well^ unveiling the true character of 
this man^ and revealing facts which the 
artifices of her seducer had hitherto 

« concealed from her. Mrs. Maxwell 
had been prompted to this dtsclosdre 



by^ % klM>ivicd(ge of faer buibaMd'ff 
practices^ with which his owii* 'ifm-*' 
pfiluo^ imA ttude^heri «ocf aikiil«iV ' 

. Tl^Bt4mirff!^s^ $mmi to 4ht ^&Hea^ 
<y.#f tossoTiiplcs and the jMgttish ^ 

Th^ udneme wt% adufited 4ti hmto^ 
^itififfe^teAwithiriDo»ti9ii(Me]>riidl«iee. 
She iedivaa tb<e^^«ra o£ her husbiusd'^ 
amiadj. iof the dttsghiise of abojr^ aod* 
«iQk«rMd p^l FaloioiMlh io a paeket 

..7^eIus|4)^4^.h#r*4t^airf;fou8 ioter- 
eniii^e;* iK^h. Maxj^eUi • the tttotin^g 
iudiicingh» io ^fo^ke h^^^r -eiiiiiitf jr, 
jwd.tfaa liBieafrUMi . li^ b^ taken io 
jeffect .hfr :4e^igp» -^ere velatcid 4o Mm. 
MaxM^ell, Ja,-f^ljr.ta|mp o^mmunieo- 
turn. Pfltwesi^ ibeie w^mieA as aaeiMt' 
iiiiima<^\q^d coiiti^erabi^ t^imilitiiddof 
character 8ubsisled« Thi^ di4ck>4h|)0 
\Wi; aaobrapaaJL^ with sptedon ii^iic- 
tioas of feovecjr^ aad these iiijttiicliimi*' 

TOIi. ill. I 



Or leffil lAarriage was iv^ssibk^ -n^ 
^Qylit hjfi . views were . Aagitidusu 
iWheUj^er he had reUiiquisbed 'tfae9^ 
views I. was unable^to judge. 

He: v^ae o|ie in a Iiirge circle at 4 
villa in the eoyirons^ to which I had 
Ul^wise . beea- itivil6d> when Stuast 
abruptly entered the . apactmeni. H^ 
W9^ recQgaiaed with genuine satisfisM;^ 
tion by me^ and with seeming pleasBPe 
by IVIaxweli. la a .^Itort time, aofiie 
affair of moment being pleaded, wbicb 
fe<lijttce(| ao* t4n[>Riediate aad ^gfciclMiTe 
in^rvieWj Maxwell and be witfadrew 
together^ SjUiart and my uncld had 
been knowiir to each otbor ia tlM 
German army ; and f he purpose Jtoa* 
tefipplatfd by the .Icucmer in this. long^ 
aod hasty journey was eonfided to bia 
old friend. 

A defiance was given and received, 
and the banks of a rivulet^ about • 
league frojn. the city> was selected a« 



tiie 8^606 0f tbis' eoateat. Mfimdo^ 
'baling exeipted bimaelf ' ht Tain io- jpiieM 
yetft aa^ faettile tifeetingV ebnseiitdd1h> 
attend tlMm as » 8Hf^to».^^NeiAt 
HMfBii^^ *af feim'j^ae' vf^ Ae tiUife 

* 

I return^earl^ ln Ifae e^entiig.to infy 
JUdgtfigsl 'PpelkftjitaifieB Veiag seftled 
<li^«t<#Mi»^ tht cMabaiaMi, 6l»nrt faaA 
^tiseiited io spends tlK' e vedin^: ijt;»it{i 
at#/ titd did Hot rtt^ira tilt laCi^. On 
4ht "wwf. i&*hi9* betel he was ei^oBii " 
iO' od^ iBMAeMa.ttioin. lMi4i jn» a^ fat 
atepped wiibinitbe pwiico,. a awaptbj *^ 

jud qnaUgnaivt figure SitafTed fraiil ^ 

liebied a <^oIft nm^ and ^lu^ad. a^ Miletta j>f \ 

Hto'hife^body. ;J 

The author of ihi» treason^could Htft 
CetlkiifAy be discdyerdd; but the 
dfelaik communieated By Sftiart> re^ 
apeetiifg *he bistorjr of Maxwell; 
natupally painted hiia out as afi object 
of Buspicjootr N& oae expressed more 
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concern on account of this disaster 
than he; and lie pretended an ardent 
zeal to vindicate his character from 
the aspersions that were cast upon it, 
Thtoceforth^ however, I deni^ mjsejf 
to his visits; and shortly after he 
disappeared from this scene. 

Few possessed more estimable quali- 
ties ^ and a better title to happiness 
and the tranquil honours of long lifi^ 
than the mother 'and father of Louisa 
Conway ' yet they w€re cut off in the 
bloom of their days ; and their destiny 
was thus accomplished by the same 
band. Maxwell was the instrument 
of their destruction, though the instru- 
ment was applied to this end in so 

different a manner. * 

I leave you to moralize on this tale. 

That virtue should become the victim 

pf treachery is, no doubt, a mournful 

consideration ; but it will not escape 

your notice, that the evils of which 
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Carwin and Maxwell were the authors 
owed their existence to the errors of 
the sufferers. All efforts would have 
been ineffectual to subvert the hap- 
piness or shorten the existence of the 
Stuarts^ if their own frailty had not 
seconded them. :' '^A :^ 

If Wieland Bad f^^ed juste^ 
notions of moral <ltttj^; and of the 
divine attributes ; or if I had beei^ 
gifted with ordinary equanimity or 
foresight^ the double-tongued deceiver 
would have been baffled and repelled. 



THE ENB. 
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